
JUNE 2020 
 
On 5th June along came the June Cartier after Tangent had met on Tuesday 2nd 
June for a cooking extravaganza much enjoyed by all: 
 

 
 

      The Cartier Chronicle 
   The One to watch! 

 

Issue 6  June 5th 2020 

“I wish it need not have happened in my time,” said Frodo. “So do I,” said Gandalf, 
“and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we 
have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.”      
  Tolkien, ‘The Lord of the Rings’ 
 
We had a ‘Behind the Hedge’ competition in our two    
villages of Hale and Woodgreen and the above quote 
was attached to one of the ‘scarecrow’ entries. It didn’t 
win because the entry was made by one of the judges! 
My entry on a golfing theme came nowhere either,       
understandably! The caption reads ‘Putt off Covid’. 

 
Spring is still the time of birth and renewal 
and not far from the house I came across a 
first day foal with cord still attached.  
 
Thanks to all of you who attended our AGM. 
We were delighted to welcome National 
President Peter, and also Phil and James, 
Chairman and Vice Chairman of the new 
Round Table.  
(A report appears elsewhere in this newsletter of our AGM….Ed) 
 
My thanks also to all of you who are coming up with fresh ideas to keep us 
all together. We have a Club concert on Monday 8th June, Club meeting 
on Tuesday 16th June and Club Film Night on Monday 22nd June. More on 
these items is elsewhere in the Newsletter. No doubt we will have more 
from the Dirty Dibber when he’s washed his hands and from the Pedal 
when he’s slowed down. 

 
Friday June 12th is our Honorary Life Member Jimmy Gordon’s 100th birthday 
and plans are in hand to congratulate him and help him to celebrate as best we 
can in the circumstances. See the next Newsletter for how we did this in      
conjunction with his Care Home. Jimmy received the Life Membership from the 
Club in November 2009 when Graham Hoyle was Chairman. 
 
As lockdown begins to ease, Council will think about, at its next Zoom meeting 
at the end of June, opportunities for us to consider some face to face contacts 
and to determine how best to consult you all about this. In the meantime our 
June and July meetings will be on Zoom with two Club speakers in June and a 
very interesting guest speaker in July. Please join us. 
 
Yours in Continued Friendship, 
 
Richard  

“May the hinges of friendship never rust” 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Well, its been a bit like Groundhog Day since the last         
instalment of Caroline’s Corner; get up, work, go for a 
walk, bed, but the weather has been lovely and now we 
can venture further afield, I am sure many of us have enjoyed some walks 
in the forest or by the sea.  I have just heard that 6 people can meet 

outside now which is good news. 
 
Our Pods have been working well.  The Poulner Pod meets on Friday and is an amusing way 
to start the weekend! 
The social committee is doing a great job.  Sue entertained us with a video tour of her 
garden and we have just had a wonderful cookery demonstration by our very own celebrity 
chefs!  
Pru Salsbury went old school and revived a lovely summery starter from her ‘Safeway    
Collection’ , Delia Johnson followed with a delicious main course of Malay fish and Barbara 
Berry finished the meal off with her date delight – one of the three desserts in her     
repertoire apparently! 
It was a super afternoon and just goes to show that whatever Jamie Oliver can do in his 
kitchen over lockdown, our ladies can do better! Perhaps a cookery blog will beckon for our 
brave chefs! 
A quick bit of business.  Subs are due for this year £20.  We can only take payment via 
BACS at this time, so if those who can pay in this way are able to do so, it would be     
helpful.  Please let Pam and Juliette know when you’ve paid. 
Speakers (via Zoom) have been lined up for our July and August meetings, more details to 
follow. 
Until next time, stay well everyone 
Yours in continued friendship 
 
Caroline 

Caroline’s Corner 

Overheard at the Cookery Demonstration 
I doubt that I wasn’t the only other half who helped to set up the Zoom meeting on the PC/laptop/Ipad for 
their partner. And as I walked away I couldn’t stop laughing at the various comments flying around from    
numerous sources and Ann wrote down many others!! (Ed) 
David…...where’s the microphone? 
       ‘You need to unmute yourself’ 
           ‘Go to Gallery’…...where’s the gallery? 
                 ‘How do I get off?’ 
                       ‘We’ve got Mandy now but she’s got her mic off’ 
                           ‘My name is Jean at the moment……..with the powers of social media, you can be who you want to be’ 
                                ‘We can see a wall and a window’ 
                                      ‘Did you drop yourself?’ 
                                          ‘You are big to us’ 
                                               ‘Have we lost Delia Johnson? She’s probably eating her main course’ 
                                                     ‘As I am drinking wine I will call myself Floyd Kennedy!’ 
 

But hey…………………...it was a very successful social event enjoyed by all who took part. 



 
 
 
 
 

Speakers Corner 
 
Richard Blackiston and I are given the responsibility of 
providing the club with interesting, informative,            
entertaining speakers for this coming year for our club. 
You might have noticed that club meetings are, at      
present, due to a little monster called Coronavirus, 
changing. 
Zoom, fortunately there to assist, and armed with food 
and refreshments of your choice you can, in the comfort 
of your own home, partake of the next club meeting with 
two speakers. 
 
The first speaker is there to assist your BBQ skills and 
presentation of cooking birds , like you’ve never had 
them before: presenting Chef ( who’s bringing the wine?) 
Stockdale (as long as he manages to get into the deep 
freeze). 
The second speaker is going to recall his knowledge of 
the psychology of the Chinese, and his knowledge of 
Wuhan, as he has visited it and stayed there on at least 
30 occasions over many years. He will recount one time 
when he was there while SARS was very active, and his job was to get groups of English out of China 
ASAP. 
A topical talk by Have Suitcase Will Travel…... John Adams ( as long as the buses are still running). 
The talks are short, and the speakers are tall. 
Can’t wait!                                                                                                             John Adams 

Subscriptions Due - Last Chance Saloon for discounted Rate! 
 

Pay just £35 before the end of June after which the full amount of £42 becomes due. 
Preferably pay by Bank Transfer to the Club's NatWest account  

Sort Code 54-30-45 Account No 14033003 
Alternatively please send a cheque to Andrew Green - payable to "Ringwood Ex Tablers Club”  

Do it now whilst you remember 
Many thanks to the majority who have already paid. 

 
Your Treasure - Andrew  

 
(please note that this is what Andrew sent me. He is not my Treasure, just the Treasurer.  

Any rumours about our relationship are purely fictional.     Ed) 

Hello Sailors 
 
We muse over our past sailing voyages. We anticipate foreshortened sailing in the coming 
months. We are not down hearted. 
The cherished RECC flag is flying high ( below the Union) in a slightly damp Poulner on the 
Lin. 
When the time is right we can add the ensign and once again raise the courtesy flags for 
France and the Channel Islands (or maybe IOW) 
In the meantime think of clean bottoms, derusting cradles and rebuilding your dinghy          
(especially for Roget). 
Your lapsed adventurer 
  
Ian of Solway nee Mistweave 
 
PS: How do the oceans say hello to each other?  They wave 
PPS For those who don't remember RECC……... Ringwood ExTablers Cruising Club 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMING SOON TO A TELEVISION NEAR YOU!! 

Rain Man is on Freeview Channel ‘5STAR’ which is on Freeview is Channel 30. It may be elsewhere if you have Sky for 
example. 
To join on 22nd June and watch the film then, please set your record button for this Sunday 7th June. The film is in 2 parts 
as the Channel has a short break of 5 minutes after an hour so please make sure you record both parts from 23.50pm and 
also from 00.55am on Monday morning 8th June. 

All the Zoom joining details will be sent nearer to the 22nd. 

Zoom joining instructions will be sent nearer the time. 
Check out the YouTube link now. 

 

Time to reinstate the DIARY section. Wow….we must be getting busier!! 
 

Sunday 7th June         11.50pm    Record Rain Man if you intend to join go to the Film Night (see above) 
 
Monday 8th June       7.15pm       Concert Night (see above) 
 
Friday 12th June                              Jimmy Gordon’s 100th Birthday  
 
Friday 12th June          7.00pm    National 41 Club host a Zoom meeting.   
41 Club have partnered with the makers of the 41 Club Gin and with Fever Tree for a Live Stream event.  Two of the top 
experts in the UK will lead us in an evening of creative drink mixing. You can find details on the first page of the 41 Club 
National website. 
 
Tuesday 16th June     4.30pm     Zoom 41 Club meeting with speakers (see page 3 for details) 
 
Monday 22nd June     7.15pm     Film Night (see above) 
 



 
 
 

Another contribution from a Ringwood 41 ’er whose Tabling was spent elsewhere. Thank you Andrew. Ed. 
 

Andrew Green Round Tabler from1979 - 1987 
 

We moved to Liskeard in 78 joining Liskeard & Looe RT in 1979. My induction was conducted in a    
Lostwithiel Pub where we had all stopped for a drink on the way home - NO, I can’t remember the Pub, 
but Ro had to scoop me off our front door step much, much later!!  
It was a small, friendly but active Table of 17 Members and we all had to be on a committee - always 
great fun.  
Liskeard was an agricultural area with Farmers and related businesses plus the usual Professional and 
Business Men making up Club Members.  

We met twice monthly in the Stag Hotel but got thrown out 
after one riotous evening. We had forgotten to remove all the 
condoms with which we had decorated the room’s Stags 
Antlers - only discovered the following day when a local    
Ladies group used the same room!! We then moved to the 
Lord Elliott Hotel which was great for me, as it was within 
crawling distance of home. 
 
 We always entered a float in Liskeard Carnival, ran the local 
Bonfire & Fireworks Event and had the usual noisy      
Christmas Float. One wet night, the generator ran out of  
petrol and a very soggy Father Christmas was seen leaping 
out of the trailer screaming F…..G HELL after starting it up in 
the wet and receiving a 240volt shock! Money raised funded 

a Christmas Lunch for some 80 elderly pensioners - always a great day and one of the year’s highlights.  
The Club caravan was manned in summer in a lay by on the A38 from 6.00am Saturdays and Sundays 
selling Bacon Butties to holidaymakers. We often wondered how many people we’d killed, but they never 
returned to complain!  
We helped Ladies Circle push a Loo to Looe with 
Chairman Ro sitting on it some of the time - what a 
Queen! 
With one of our Members, a local Baker, we produced 
a world record with the longest Cornish pasty ever. It 
tasted disgusting! 
Socials included BBQ’s at homes and beaches, Ladies 
Nights plus many other events including riotous New 
Years Eve parties in our own homes. 
Memorable meetings included one with the SBS in  
Plymouth. After talking about their role in the Falklands 
War, they took us out in their Rigid inflatables which 
they’d used in the war and even let each of us drive - 
flat out at 45knots - Wow!    
 
In Jan 1984 I moved with my job to Downton, moving house to Verwood and I transferred to Ringwood 
RT. What a shock, coming from a Table with only 17 Members to Ringwood which had 40+ Members 
and yes, in those days there were elections for Chairman and other Officers of the Club. I soon got           

involved in Table (Ro in Circle) enjoying many of the activities at Ringwood with 
Carnivals, Jail Breaks, the Cinderella Panto not to mention many enjoyable nights at 
homes and the WI owned Hangersley Hut - the WI thought we having a Harvest 
Supper!!     
Unfortunately the age rule caught up with me and I never had the opportunity to   
become Table Chairman leaving in March 87 (along with 8 others) going out with a 
party which we called the Permissive Society - and, I still have the Tee shirt. 
(and has Ann got hers too!! Ed) 
 
Very worried about the running theme of dressing up in women’s clothing. Can anyone suggest a 
good counsellor for Andrew? Surely Colin Read can help!! Ed 



 
 
 
 

An alternative version of the Zoom AGM 
 
Was the evening just a formality? Certainly different. 
I had to wait to get in, but great not to be doing the pick up or 
driving home in the dark, and maybe the social distancing 
queue inside the door to pay for the meal was the reason. Or 
was our Treasurer being a little tardy?  Hurry up Andrew! 
  
Chairman Richard started by saying he would not be using the 
mute facility. This made no difference to Will Parke, who was 
seen constantly searching for the volume button. 
In view of the warm early evening, Richard of course allowed 
jackets to be removed and in standing to do so, Wickens      
revealed his Union Jack swimming shorts. Handy later for the 
loyal toast! 
The meeting did in fact go swimmingly although ‘Brian’ failed to 
join. Was it Brian Kinch and did he actually hear the meeting? 
Or was it a Huawei hacker?  Meal fine applicable anyway! 
Talking of meals, the service was slow, the usual members complained yet for once no one mentioned the price.     
Stockdale’s meal arrived by special delivery, ready blended thanks to Phil Hoyle. The bar service throughout was        
excellent yet unobtrusive, with many wine glasses magically refilled. 
Arthur seemed to have trouble getting to the meeting as he appeared to be on some Caribbean Island, and John        
Kennedy appeared with mummified heads behind him. Surely not his relations? We were joined by Peter Good, our    
National President who made such an impact on the meeting. Is impact the word I am looking for? 
 
A number of names were mentioned for last year’s Chairman’s Choice Award, but hard luck chaps, Gordon’s real choice 
went to Angela! 
 
The Comfort break was interesting, instead of the usual mad rush to the door, there was a steady trickle. 
 
There were not one, but two interruptions. Firstly, Curle’s answer machine or was it their Waitrose delivery? Timed to  
perfection. The Curles are also thinking of trading their dial up connection for Wifi and upgrading the Amstrad.             
Secondly, a Tangent interruption might have been expected but Delia’s interruption was quite special. It went on a bit and 
seemed to be a solo performance. Maybe someone else was on the other end of the phone call that we were party to - or 
possibly it was something else altogether?   
  
Passing of the jewels was done with great ceremony and panache and a lot of forethought. So Richard is officially in the 
Chair.   
  
The very suitable Final toast was “May the virus called Covid 19 never return”. 
 
What happened to the raffle? I‘ve still got my ticket, did I win? 
 

An unknown source. 

This is the Statue of the Risen Christ on the island of Gozo recently 
‘adapted’ by John Morgan’s son David. It is 320 feet above sea level and 
stands 6 metres tall. Quite a climb for David!! 

I have just had Dave Marden 
round from Scuffed It (mobile 
07590 213936) to remove a 
scratch from our car and he 
made a very good job of it. As 
a few members may have the 
odd scratch (!!) I thought it is 
something that could go into 
the magazine? 
 
Graham Hoyle 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Look what Gerald Carter has been doing during ‘Lockdown’. 
Having completed my first project of creating the Club Directory, Easter 
saw me unscrewing all of the garden seat called ‘Quinivere’ which we 
bought on a Tangent visit to the Hampton Court Garden Show at least 
20 years ago. Over the years it had succumbed to the ravishes of 
weather (and other neglect). The matching footstool shows the extent 
of the restoration needed. Delia tells me it is my next project! I          
reassembled the seat on the decking to make sure it was in the right 
place to use it and stay in self isolation. Gerald C 
 
Top right during the start of renovation and below, the finished job! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Carter Collectables and Renewables for all your furniture needs. 
www.checkoutmystools.co.uk 

Julie & I paid tribute to VE Day 75th last Friday, by 
erecting bunting and flags. 
In addition, we had a cream tea at 16:00 on the drive 
facing the road. This caused some pleasurable  
comments from passers-by. 
Unfortunately, we forgot to photograph the picnic 
table loaded with Julie’s delicious scones with home-
made jam & whipped cream, all finished off with a 
lemon sponge cake. 
I can’t wait for the 100th Anniversary.        Will P. 

Lockdown lingo - are you fully conversant with the new terminology?  
 
*The elephant in the Zoom* 
The glaring issue during a videoconferencing call that nobody feels able to 
mention. E.g. one participant has dramatically put on weight, suddenly 
sprouted terrible facial hair or has a worryingly messy house visible in the 
background. 
 *Coronacoaster* 
The ups and downs of your mood during the pandemic. You’re loving lock-
down one minute but suddenly weepy with anxiety the next. It truly is “an 
emotional coronacoaster”.  
*Le Creuset wrist* 
It’s the new “avocado hand” - an aching arm after taking one’s best  saucepan 
outside to bang during the weekly ‘Clap For Carers.’ It might be heavy but 
you’re keen to impress the neighbours with your high-quality kitchenware. 
*Covidiot* or *Wuhan-ker* 
One who ignores public health advice or behaves with reckless disregard for 
the safety of others can be said to display “covidiocy” or be covidiotic”. Also 
called a “lockclown” or even a “Wuhan-ker”. 
*Antisocial distancing* 
Using health precautions as an excuse for snubbing neighbours and generally 
ignoring people you find irritating.  
*Covid-10* 
The 10lbs in weight that we’re all gaining from comfort-eating and comfort-
drinking. Also known as “fattening the curve.  

Well, I think that’s more than enough to be getting on with right now but please continue to submit suitable copy for 
the Cartier Chronicle before the 4th of each month. That’s all Folks!  Ed 



Mondays were to become the regular day for Club Films and Concerts and on 
Monday 8th June the Club Concert was the Planet Suite by Holst: 
 

 
 
 
 

  VIRTUAL CONCERT MUSIC NIGHT ; MONDAY 8th JUNE  

 BEGINING AT  7.15pm (Joining on ZOOM) 

THE PLANET SUITE by HOLST 
BBC PROM  at THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL:  

Andrew Gardiner  and THE NATIONAL YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

PRODUCED BY RICHARD CARTER 
ADVISORY JOHN KENNEDY 

HOSTED BY KEITH and SUE ANDERSON 
YOUTUBE SOURCE LINK:  

https://youtu.be/be7uEyyNIT4  



 

 
 
 
JIMMIE GORDON’S 100th birthday would be Friday 12th June. Much thought had 
been given to this coordinated by David Hirst and even though some restrictions had 
been lifted it seemed doubtful that there could be much of a celebration. In fact the 
Care Home were very helpful and a small number of members would be able to 
greet Jimmie in a Covid secure way in the garden at the Home.  
 
We liaised with Rotary who invited Club members to record a piece for a cd they 
would present to Jimmie and one or to including Chairman Richard did so. A present 
package of card, bottle of single malt whisky and chocolates was put together and 
delivered to the Home as requested ahead of the day. 
 
The weather on the day proved fine, John Adams played the pipes to great effect 
and he led us in, Graham Hoyle, David Phelps, Derek Matthews, Ian Stockdale + 
camera and Richard. A similar number of Rotary members gathered to follow us in 
and share time with Jimmie.  
 
National President Peter sent an email which Richard read to Jimmie: 
 
Fellow member Jimmie, after hearing about all the great work you have done over 
the past years, you are a great example of what the association stands for, and on 
behalf of the association of ex Round Tablers I would like to thank you for all your 
fundraising. 
 
I would also like to congratulate you on reaching the great age of 100, two ex tablers 
in the same year both being fantastic fundraisers the other being Tom Moore, of 
course, ex Keighley Table. 
 
I hope you have a fantastic day. 
 
YICF 
 
Peter Good. National President 41 Club. 
 
 
 
 



The following article was written and published in the 41 Club National magazine. 
 

JIMMIE GORDON 
 

FOUNDER MEMBER OF RINGWOOD & DISTRICT ROUND TABLE AND FIRST 
VICE CHAIRMAN OF RINGWOOD & DISTRICT EX-TABLERS CLUB OF WHICH 

HE REMAINS AN HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 
 
Jimmie celebrated his 100th birthday on 12th June 2020. Born in Hillington, Scotland 
he was stationed at Ringwood in 1942 during the Second World War where he met 
his wife to be Elsie and they remained permanently in the Ringwood area. They had 
two children, Paul (1945) and Neil (1950).  

A prime mover in the first Ringwood Carnival in 1955 Jimmie was Carnival President 
for four years.  

He was a member of New Milton Round Table and then in 1959 helped to create 
Ringwood and District Round Table of which he was the first Chairman. The new 
Round Table was chartered in 1960.  

The Ex-Tablers’ Club in Ringwood was founded in 1964 and Jimmie was its first Vice 
Chairman and then Chairman the next year. The Club thrives today with over 60 
members and Jimmie was made an Honorary Life Member in 2009. He has also 
been an active member of Ringwood Rotary Club 

Jimmie’s personal activity for Charity is legendary, raising substantial sums 
amounting to hundreds of thousands of pounds for Cancer Charities, particularly 
Cancer Research UK. 

All members of the local Round Table family of Clubs congratulate Jimmie and a 
small number were able to celebrate with him on the day singing Happy Birthday and 
acknowledging his huge contribution to community life in Ringwood. 

Led by Ringwood Ex-Tabler John Adams playing the bagpipes, five other Ex-Tablers 
made their way into the Care Home Garden where Jimmie was seated with a Carer. 

Ringwood Ex-Table Chairman Richard Carter read to Jimmie an email received from 
National 41 Club President Peter Good and presented him with the email. David 
Phelps, who joined Ringwood & District Round Table in 1962, and Derek Matthews 
who joined shortly afterwards then stepped forward to greet him. Graham Hoyle, who 
has done a huge amount with his wife Jackie to look after Jimmie in recent years, 
was there together with Ian Stockdale who took photographs of the occasion and 
masterminded publicity afterwards including a piece on local ITV Meridian News on 
Monday 15th June. 

John Adams stepped forward to greet Jimmie and then played out to the bagpipes 
once again. Jimmie’s present from Ex-Table was a bottle of a favourite single malt 
whisky together with another favourite, dark chocolates. 

Jimmie was excited to be receiving a card from the Queen who he has met on two 
occasions, once at Windsor in recognition of all his fundraising for Cancer Charities. 



He said he is most proud of the fundraising he has done and reaching such a great 
age he put down to keeping busy and active all his life. 

The weather forecast had not been good but the rain held off and with the help of the 
Care Home Jimmie’s birthday was celebrated and we were all delighted to see him 
in good form and enjoying the occasion. 

The day concluded in the evening with the recently re-formed Ringwood Round 
Table Chairman Phil Hoyle proposing a toast to Jimmie with many current members 
of the Ringwood Clubs joining in. 

 
 

A report and photographs of the day were published in the July Cartier which follows. 

Ian Stockdale also achieved a mention and photo of Jimmie on the ITV Meridien 
local News on the Monday 15th June and also in the New Milton Advertiser and 
Lymington Times: 

 

 

 

 
 



Meanwhile the Dirty Dibber was still very busy: 
 

BACK TO THE PLOT from THE DIRTY DIBBER     Issue 4 – 10th June 2020 
 

Now is the time for cocking       
 
The weather continues determined to make it one of the most difficult spring/summer 
growing seasons, just as it did a couple of years ago. Very wet February and especially 
March, bone dry April and May, frost free but quite cool nights, and unusually strong 
winds for much of the past month. Growing conditions are still not ideal, hopefully it 
will be calmer to the end of June, with average temperatures, slightly warmer nights 
and a drop of rain which is falling as I write. Let us hope it is serious enough to fill our 
butts and not just a nuisance sprinkle doing more harm than good. 
 
Gardening on TV 
This of course has always been the easiest form of gardening, the armchair version 
as opposed to the back breaking approach. Apologies if you caught any of the Online 
Chelsea Flower Show week’s programmes, hopefully you got a lot more out of them 
than I did. Even the Chelsea pensioners vegetable gardening, which I thought might 
be packed with tips from veteran gardeners of many decades, was just all talk. 
Ditto the latest offering from Alan Titchmarsh on Monday nights ITV at 2030. Bit more 
interesting last week, the first one on May 25th and this week’s last Monday didn’t have 
anything new, and the danger is it is full of presenters who can knock up a chicken 
house, prepare a sumptuous lunch, replace all the glass in the greenhouse and then 
in the evening host a lavish dinner party. In between, knocking up raised beds and 
stuff hanging from outside shelves like bookcases seem to be the flavours of the 
season. If you want a fig tree and a hop plant in a small plot this is the viewing for you. 
Poor old Monty Don has lost Nigel recently, one of his beautiful retrievers, and though 
I have never been a great Monty Don fan – I think he wears braces just to imitate 
Percy Thrower, but without the ever present pipe – I warmed to the tribute at the end 
of Friday 5th’s programme (BBC 1 between 2100 and 2200). It also had some decent 
stuff on veg growing and herbs with more to come. Above all it has an excellent 
website and I recommend signing up for the newsletters. 
 
Water Water Everywhere – Except in Chandlers Ford 
We continue to suffer from the Isle of Wight effect, otherwise known as the Island 
splitting the rain so it goes either side of us. Normally I would be delighted, but it has 
only rained properly here twice since lockdown began. So collect all the waste water 
that you can and recycle it into the garden, plants prefer rainwater (especially peas) 
but they also aren’t keen on dying in a drought. Water if you can very early morning 
before the sun has any real evaporating heat (I have one reader who claims to do an 
hour at 0600 and then goes back to bed) or in the evening when the sun is down and 
your garden is in shade. 
 
Pots/grow bags/hanging baskets and any other container based plants need checking 
every day – remember back of your hand or fingers gently pressed onto the surface, 
come up with no compost or soil sticking to you and watering is called for. The 
greenhouse and any frames need watering daily anyway in hot weather. If all else fails 
spray leaves (but never water into the heart of a plant) to give them some moisture 
intake, ignore lawns unless you are hosting a local tennis or bowls tournament. Don’t 
worry if grass goes completely brown, it always comes back and a good feed will then 
set it up again. 



Cocking 
Yes it’s cocking time, or time to pinch out the tips of broad beans unless you also like 
blackfly. Broads are best sown in mid November (Aquadulce Claudia is the best 
variety) so they over winter and by mid May have cropped and so avoid the blackfly 
problem. Spring sown varieties are notorious for it, and it’s almost impossible to avoid. 
One remedy is as soon as you have a decent amount of flower on a stem, pinch out 
(or ‘cock’) the growing tip, as the blackfly start at the top and work their way down. 
Unchecked they will soon overwhelm a plant, and ruin an otherwise good crop, if 
attacked before or after cocking (the latter far less likely) then a systemic spray is the 
only answer, other than breeding ladybirds.  
 
Courgettes should now be fruiting, small at first but surprisingly quickly quite big 
unless you check them on alternate days. The first fruit often rots at the flower end 
growing point, not always and no one knows why. If necessary nip that one off, as with 
any multiple fruiting veg e.g. cucumbers, squashes, it helps the plant produce a good 
crop as the first fruit on a stem takes all its effort. Remember they are thirsty and water 
low down to the side of the plant under the lowest first leaves. Also feed at least 
weekly, better twice, tomato food will do, but never let them completely dry out.  
 
Tomatoes will now, or very soon, be producing side shoots in between a leaf and the 
main stem. These must be nipped out as soon as they appear, they do nothing for the 
plant except weaken it. Be very careful at the growing tip not to pinch that out in error. 
If in doubt, don’t touch the top side shoot until it is obvious that is what it is. 
Keeeeeeeeeep digging!! 
 
 
 
The next Club meeting was on Tuesday 16th June on Zoom. Here are the minutes: 
 

 
+RINGWOOD & DISTRICT EX-TABLERS’ CLUB  

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CLUB 
Tuesday 16 June at 16.30 via Zoom 

 
 

The Chairman opened the meeting with grace. 
A sole apology was received from Mike Fraser. 
There were no guests to welcome or to toast. 
The Chairman proposed the loyal toast. 
 
Guest speakers 
The club was blessed with 2 speakers on very different topics, but there was a 
connection to which reference is made later. 
 
Ian’s demonstration on how to spatchcock a chicken live on Zoom was worrying but 
luckily, he had caught the poor bird earlier and despatched it before the meeting. He 
also had another bird, with a rather crude looking object filled with beer inserted up 
its rear end, cooking gently on one of his many BBQs. To complete the banquet, he 
created kebabs of tomatoes, prepared spuds, swede and baked beans but he never 
explained how he stopped them from falling through the grill; all washed down with a 
rather dubious looking bottle of red. 
 



We were also told which tools to choose, how to produce a marinade and how to 
take the exciting guesswork out of cooking by using a thermometer. 
In addition to the two chickens being cooked, there was an odd-looking specimen of 
a bird which probably had escaped from the wet market in Wuhan! 
  
After his initial stage fright when he disappeared from our screens for some time, our 
second speaker, John Adams, regaled the club with fascinating stories of his time in 
China whilst working for SAGA. He had so much to entertain us with but in view of 
time constraints he was being selective. We heard about how Wuhan had developed 
since John’s first visit, from modest beginnings to an economic boom, how the river 
people of the Yangtze were forcibly relocated when the 3 dams were built and their 
homes flooded (probably better than being left where they were!) but their fishing 
skills and traditions were of little use in inner city were not much use in an inner city 
tower block!; and how the wet markets functioned. 
 
Fascinating stuff! 
John Clough gave a humorous vote of thanks to both speakers. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were taken as read and there were no matters arising. 
 
Correspondence 
The only correspondence was from Peter Good, the National President, with some 
kind words for Jimmie, which the Chairman read out to him on his birthday. Also, a 
letter written by Richard C thanking Oak Mount for their arrangements for Jimmie. 
 
Chairman’s remarks 
Richard thanked all those involved in the various activities and drew attention to the 
41 Club National events circulated by Richard Dyson.  
 
He talked about the visit to Oak Mount Care Home to help Jimmie Gordon celebrate 
his 100th birthday. 6 members visited Jimmie, including Piper Adams, and he was 
presented with a bottle of single malt and chocolates. Rotary followed on behind with 
their own celebration. Jimmie had been in excellent form and the home was well 
organised and welcoming. Subsequently, there had been an adverse reaction by 
Dominic, the home manager, to some publicity albeit that we had not mentioned the 
home by name. We have undertaken not to put anything on social media. 
 
Vice-Chairman – no report. 
 
Treasurer 
53 subs have been received, but 8 are outstanding. If unpaid, shortly they will be 
asked to pay the full amount of £42.  
 
Social 
Jeff referred to the recent email re Desert Island Discs and encouraged everyone to 
take part. 
The film nights were highlighted – Rain Man and The Odessa File; Ballet – Swan 
Lake; Music Night – New World Symphony. 
A bike ride round the salt marshes at Keyhaven on 23 June was discussed. 
Finally, Jeff encouraged everyone to take photos of what they have been doing 
during lockdown, or at least those which are fit for publication. 
 



Welfare 
David confirmed that Hugh Edwards is continuing to recover slowly. 
John Morgan is awaiting test results. 
 
Editor 
Peter will put a piece on Jimmie in the magazine; Ian S to produce something 
appropriate. He will also promote Desert Island discs.  
Copy by the 4th as usual. 
 
Speakers’ secretaries 
July’s speaker will be Gez Mellers on criminal forensics. 
 
Meals  
David P had read an article which indicated that Greene King would have a phased 
opening of inns from 4 July. We will give thought to St Leonard’s when we know 
more. In the meantime, we are consulting the membership on their views about 
meeting in a socially distanced way. 
 
Publicity and membership 
He’s had a bit of a blitz on local papers. 
 
Lay membership/ health & safety 
Using his health & safety checklist, Steve made an amusing critique of Ian’s BBQ 
presentation. He thought that on both the equipment and food safety Ian probably 
ticked most of the boxes. 
 
Webmaster/immediate past it 
Gordon heaped effusive praise on the Chairman; wonder what he wants! 
 
Any other business 
Keith eulogised over the fish and chips at Friar’s Cliff. 
Richard D emphasised the National programme of presentations. 
 
Final Toast 
 
 
 
With the cars out on the road again, Mike issued another edition of ‘The Pedal’: 

THE PEDAL TO THE FLOOR                                                         

The occasional missive from your Club Motoring Correspondent. So Lights Out and 
Go!  

Hello enthusiasts, fans of this column and others!  

This edition is going to talk about consumables – these are often the unsung heroes 
of any car – more with some than others.  



In fact there are some parts that have to be regularly replaced, that if left can fail with 
catastrophic results.  

So what are these essential parts? They swing between cambelts and windscreen 
wipers, oil filters and batteries!  

All cars come from new with prescribed service intervals – often modern cars self 
diagnose their own service intervals and then notify you. Your garage should then 
service your pride and joy and replace those consumables that each service 
recommends.  

Let’s assume your garage does properly replace those consumables recommended 
at each service.  

So why might you need to know about it them all? Well that’s simple – the garages 
don’t necessarily change everything. This correspondent has his own back up plan – 
and hopefully this can help you.  

Windsceen wiper blades is the classic case. They are safety critical in heavy rain, 
and do deteriorate over time though UV light and ozone. My answer is to change 
mine annually, either by asking your service garage to do so at the time of the 
annual service or yourself as they are easily obtained from your dealer or from any 
good accessory shop.  

There are other consumables that are changed at long time durations or at quite high 
mileages. It is not unknown for these to fail before the end of a service interval. Into 
this category I would particularly put drive belts and cam belts for those cars with 
them – not all engines have cam belts, some have cam chains which have a much 
longer service life – often the life of the car.  

Drive belts are particularly vulnerable – modern cars with high output alternators 
(generating electrical power), air conditioning compressors and power steering 
pumps, as well as the water pump – have complicated belts and idler pulleys – and 
actually need quite a lot of engine power just to drive these ancillaries which is why 
they are now called drive belts, not fan belts! You can imagine how many different 
lengths and widths of drive belts there are. Your average AA or RAC man cannot 
carry them all in his van – my answer is buy one from you dealer and keep it in your 
car, just in case yours’ fails – the AA/RAC man can then replace it at the roadside 
very quickly and you can be back on your way, instead of finding it’s at a time of day 
when everything is closed and he is not carrying one that fits you.  

 

Cam belts for those cars with them, usually last for service intervals, but when they 
do fail, the consequences can be very costly, as most modern engines have what is 
called an interference design. Without getting too technical a failure of a cam belt 
can mean bits of the engine that should never meet doing so at high speed which 
usually means some sort of expensive engine rebuild. You don’t want that. You 
could also carry one – some people do, but better to make sure that if in doubt 
shorten the service interval by a good few miles to be on the safe side.  



So lets stop there – there are many other components where you could choose to 
replace them at your choice ahead of service intervals, but my final tip is never let 
fluid and filter replacements be left to run over. Regular changes of oils and filters 
should keep your car running as close to factory spec as possible, meaning optimum 
fuel efficiency and comfort.  

But it’s not all about planned maintenance – where and when you are going to drive 
it – go out there and do it again. This is the bit you will really enjoy and may seem 
familiar – find a nice short straight, like a good slip road onto a dual carriageway, 
give it a blip up to about 100 mph, look in the rear view mirror to make sure that 
there is no one coming up behind you fast, just to make sure it’s still performing as it 
came out of the factory.  

Happy motoring. Mike  

 
Meantime, the next Club Film Night was on Monday 22nd June, showing ‘The 
Rainman’. Here is Keith’s poster: 
 

 
 
 

‘RIMBURY STUDIOS’  
richard john & keith are pleased to present 

The story is quite simple. Charlie Babbitt (Tom Cruise) is a luxury car dealer with a business in trouble 
when he learns that his estranged father has passed away. During the reading of the will, Charlie inherits 
a car he was never allowed to drive in his youth, as well as some prize-winning rosebushes. The rest of 
the $3-million estate, however, is in trust to an unnamed benefactor. Charlie has no idea who this other 
person might be. His investigation leads him to a mental care institute. There Charlie discovers the es-
tate’s benefactor is Raymond, an autistic savant brother (Dustin Hoffman) he never knew he had. He 
leaves for L.A. with Raymond with plans to trade him back to the institute for half of his father’s estate. 
Of course Raymond won’t get on a plane, so the two of them have to drive across the country – and the 
bonding begins. 

YOUR OWN RECORDED MOVIE PLAYBACK  TO BE ON: 

Monday 22nd June 2020  at 7.15pm (joining on ZOOM) 



Keith was also busy promoting cycle rides, the first of which came on Tuesday 23rd 
June. Here is a photo of the noble participants: 
9 bikers ; Keith, Sue, Mike, Lynne, Jeff, John A, JQ, Chris K, Chairman Richard. 
 

 
 
On Monday 29th June Keith and Sue were introducing the Club Concert and here is 
the poster for Dvorak’s, ‘New World’ symphony: 
 

 

   CONCERT MUSIC NIGHT : DVORAK ‘NEW WORLD’ 

Beginning at  7.15pm MONDAY 29th JUNE On ZOOM 

ZOOM PRESENTATION  RICHARD CARTER : ADVISORY JOHN KENNEDY 

HOSTED BY KEITH and SUE ANDERSON 

Gimnazija Kranj Great Christmas Concert 2018 -  Gimnazija Kranj Symphony Orchestra  

under the baton of maestro Nejc Bečan did again an amazing job.  

https://youtu.be/O_tPb4JFgmw 



The next Council meeting followed on Tuesday 30th June: 
 

 
RINGWOOD & DISTRCIT EX-TABLERS CLUB 

 
COUNCIL MEETING  

held at 4.30pm on TUESDAY 30 JUNE 2020 
 

Present 
Richard Carter (Chairman), John Adams, Richard Blackiston, Andrew Green, David 
Hirst, Chris Kean, Peter Lomax, Bob Merrett, Steve Mursell, David Phelps, Ian 
Stockdale, Jeff Wickens. 
 
Apologies 
None. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes of the meeting on 25 May 2020 were taken as read. 
 
Matters arising 
Graham Hitchin from Bournemouth 41 Club has been invited to join us as an 
honorary member and likewise Richard has been invited to join Bournemouth for an 
honorary year. 
All other matters arising are dealt with by the current agenda. 
 
Correspondence 
The invitation from Bournemouth, as noted above. 
 
Chairman’s comments 
The first item for discussion was the consultation of the members as to their appetite 
for closer physical contact (not to be misinterpreted!). This is an important issue, so 
much so that Bob became unresponsive and appeared to doze off, subsequently 
putting the blame on his internet. 
After careful consideration, it was felt that it was too early to circulate the 
questionnaire and, in any event, members will make their own decisions when 
restrictions allow for closer contact. In the meantime, Richard would like some 
feedback from the pods so that we can have a further review at the next Council 
meeting. 
 
The second point to consider was whether we are doing enough, too little or too 
much. Whilst Richard proclaimed that he was not looking for compliments, Ian had 
clearly been primed to say that he thought it was all excellent! 
 
Some pods are not as active as others and there was concern that not all single 
members of 41 Club and Tangent are fully engaged, in some cases due to the 
challenge of the technology. 
 
Peter emphasised the point that there is nothing better than a conversation face to 
face, but failing that a phone call from time to time is good 
 
 
 



Vice Chairman 
Bob is ploughing on with Ladies Night. 
 
Richard had received a request that we allow the band which played last year (and 
who we hope to use again next time round) to use extracts from the video taken by 
Keith of members dancing (curious that they would want to be associated with our 
Travolta interpretations!). Peter will highlight this request in the newsletter and ask 
for any objections. Should we agree to their request, we will control which parts they 
will be allowed to use.  
 
Secretary 
Nothing of note, other than his cupboards are now overflowing with past papers 
thanks to a delivery that day by past secretary Steve Wyatt. 
 
Treasurer 
Andrew had sent letters to 8 members recently saying that their fees would revert to 
the full amount if not paid by 30 June. 2 have now paid; the others will continue to be 
chased. (secretary’s personal opinion – why do these people make extra work for the 
treasurer; I suppose they have been just too busy in lockdown!) 
 
Social 
Jeff was circumspect about when we would be able to have gatherings of more than 
6 people and in any event the appetite of members to attend social occasions. The 
open courtyard at Greyfriars might be a possible venue we could consider. Events 
for smaller groups within pods might be a practical. 
Whilst having described the benefits of being in Dublin and how he is now able to 
order pints in the pubs (smug or what?!), Gordon floated the idea of a progressive 
supper which would provide the opportunity for the club to meet in (ever-changing) 
groups of 6; a guaranteed way of ensuring that anyone with the virus would have the 
opportunity to infect the whole club! 
As regards Desert Island Discs, Jeff said there had not been much response so far. 
Peter wondered whether we could advance the whole thing and put it on YouTube. 
Jeff thought the idea was brilliant but with the technical challenge he would need 
more than a little help. 
 
Welfare 
The intervention into Jimmie’s party had been successful but David wondered how 
we should carry on supporting him from now on; he will look into the rota and liaise 
with the care home. 
 
David appraised Council of the health issues affecting Hugh Edwards, Mike Fraser 
and John Morgan and their progress. 
 
Speakers’ secretaries 
The arrangements for the live speaker at the July Club meeting are in hand. As for 
the August meeting, it was thought that one or two members, possibly our newer 
members, could be persuaded to tell the club about interesting interludes in their 
lives (at least those that can be talked about in public!).  
 
Meals secretary 
David was having a curry for supper but members were not invited. 
 



Editor 
Peter thanked everyone for the material received thus far (already 8 pages). The 
magazine will be circulated on 5 July. 
 
Membership and Press 
Ian had had a blast with Jimmie’s celebrations on TV and in The New Milton 
Advertiser, but the Ringwood and Fordingbridge News had been poor with both 
ourselves and Rotary, failing to even mention Jimmie’s birthday! 
Sally Johnson had written to Ruth, the wife of the prospective member Leslie Jones. 
Tim Airey is to visit the Stockdales for “refreshments” and he may join one of our 
Zoom Club meetings (muted?). We are keen to get Tim involved given his medical 
skills could be in increasing demand by our ageing membership! 
 
Lay member/Health & Safety 
Steve reminded all that every event, where members are gathered, should have a 
proper risk assessment. 
 
Website 
Nothing to report. 
Immediate Past 
Nothing to report. 
 
AOB 
Jeff would like to pass on the Gordon Attwood Trophy to Arthur for his Daily Smiles. 
It was agreed that this is awarded for effort throughout the year and hence would be 
reviewed later. Richard B offered his prized copy of Last of The Summer Wine 
Annual for Arthur; again, this will be considered by Richard, Gordon and Jeff. 
 
David P noted that our area Counsellor, Richard Dyson, would like to be an observer 
at Council meetings. The chairman will invite him to our next meeting. 
 
Ian talked about the RECC which has “foundered” for the current year. He also 
mentioned “FAG”, the renowned Frogham Adventure Group, which will be camping 
in August and will be putting on a BBQ in a field to which all members of the Club will 
be invited. Details to go in the next newsletter.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
Next Club meeting – Tuesday, 21 July at 4.30 on Zoom. 
Next Council meeting – Tuesday, 4 August at 4.30 on Zoom. 
 
By the end of June Arthur had issued no less than 100 daily Smiles and with 
lockdown easing he retired gracefully. Richard asked him as Communications man 
to send out the following email which he did on 1st July. Council agreed to make a 
special presentation to Arthur to record our thanks and this was planned for the July 
Club meeting and recorded in the August edition of the Cartier. 
 
On behalf of all of us, thank you Arthur for keeping a smile on our faces for 100 days. 
It has meant a big effort for you and one which we have all appreciated. It has 
helped us to deal with the lockdown especially early on when life did seem rather 
strange and the daily dose of humour has always been something to look forward to. 
Well done. 

 
 



Here are some more samples of the Daily Smiles: 
 
Smile No.89 - 20th June 2020 
 
I have decided that from next week I'm going to dress as a different type of 
bread............ Roll on Monday 
 

 
 
 
Smile No.91 - 22nd June 2020 
 

   
 



30th June 2020  
Good morning everyone 
 
Well the final Daily Smile. Who would have thought we would get to 100?   The good 
news (for me) is that I get to have an extra half hour in bed in the morning 
 
Trying to use at least some of the (near) 200 funnies still on my file so a bag full of 
them again today to end the series.  Hope at least some of them make you laugh. I 
particularly like the Guitar Player 
 
I am signing off appropriately in the fashion of the Looney Tunes cartoons. 
 
THAT'S YOUR LOT! 
 
Keep staying safe, Arthur 
 
If you think this is a bit rude - blame Steve Wyatt.  I can see his signature in the 
bottom corner although in the excitement of getting it published in the Daily Smile he 
misspelt it.       Oh!  and that's not Roger Bettle is it? 
 

   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 



 
JULY 2020 

 
Already it was time for the next edition of The Cartier Chronicle: 
 

 
 

      The Cartier Chronicle 
   The One to watch! 

 

Issue 7…...  July 4th 2020 

“Always laugh when you can. It is cheap medicine.” – Lord Byron 
 

Dr Robins has been providing the best 
medicine for all of us for 100 days. It 
has been a magnum opus for him and a 
joy for all of us. Many thanks Arthur, it 
has been well worth it. 
 
It has been a busy month. Hay Festival 
events recommended through John 
Kennedy with the Zoom chat about 

what we had heard afterwards; Keith Anderson’s Club 
Concert on two Mondays plus the Club Film Night; a Club 
meeting entertained by Ian Stockdale and John Adams; 
Keith’s Bike Ride at Keyhaven; enjoyable weekly POD 
Zooms; 41 Club National events, and a Council meeting. Thank you to all involved in organising and for 
participating. 
 
For those of us willing and able to benefit from the easing of lockdown there have also been opportuni-
ties for some face to face meetings in the sunshine with family and friends. We await developments on      
further easing of lockdown and so are planning our July and August Club meetings on Zoom. When 
things are a bit clearer we will consult you all on when and how we should begin getting together again, 
whether for Social activity or for Club meetings. 
 
The June highlight of course was being able to celebrate Jimmie Gordon’s 100th birthday with him. The 
weather threatened to spoil the plan but the morning stayed fine and led by piper John we were able to 
see and talk to Jimmie in the garden at his Care Home. Ian Stockdale had the camera in hand and has 
provided great publicity of the day.  
Congratulations and our best wishes to Jimmie. 
 
Yours in Continued Friendship,  
Richard 

Put these dates in your DIARY nowUU... (I bet there’s plenty of room!)  
Monday 6th July : Club Concert Night : Tchaikovsky's ’Swan Lake’ : 7.15pm meeting on Zoom then see the ballet on You-
Tube before reconvening. Zoom details to be announced. 
 
Tuesday 14th July : Tangent Zoom Speaker event 4.30pm U.Flower Arranging demonstration. See page 2.  
 
Tuesday 21st July : Club Meeting : 4.30pm on Zoom : Speaker Gez Mellers on Criminal Forensics. 
 
Monday 27th July : Club Film Night : The Odessa File : 7.15pm meeting on Zoom then watch our own recording before    
reconvening on Zoom. Zoom details to be announced. 
 
Monday 3rd August : Club Concert night on Zoom. Details to follow. 
 
Tuesday 4th August : Club council meeting on Zoom 4.30pm. 
 
Tuesday 11th August : Tangent Zoom Speaker event : 4.30pm. Topic ‘Juicing’. 
 
Tuesday 18th August : Club Meeting : 4.30pm on Zoom. 
 
Sunday 23rd August : Frogham BBQ and AGM. All members invited. See page 8.  



 

 
 

  Caroline’s Corner 

SPEAKER’S CORNER 
(not Caroline’s!) 

 
Zoom Speaker 21st July 

4.30pm  
   Gez Mellers 

Gez has now retired after 
working for Hampshire 
Police as a Forensic  
Resources Manager for 

25 years. He will talk about Forensic and DNA        
gathering crime scene investigations for the Police, 
also anecdotes he has gathered along the way. This 
will be followed by a Q and A session. 
Our first Zoom Speaker, so please come and take part. 
Richard B 

*********** 

Steve Mursell has offered to speak at another meeting 
and this led Council to consider that maybe there are 
other members who might consider giving us a brief 
talk, on any subject of your choosing. Think about it 
and let either 
John Adams 
or Richard 
Blackiston 
know if you 
are interested. 

 Last  year we had a go at playing some favourite music but 
for one reason or another it did not quite work. Not to be   
defeated we thought we would have another go but this time 
based on the theme of Desert Island Discs – So we are   
asking everyone to choose;- 
 - one disc (OK, I know they chose 8 but that would clog up 
the works)  -  it could be music or poetry or a speech 
- one book (you already get the works of Shakespeare and 
the Bible ) 
- a luxury item (it cannot be a lifeboat or a luxury caravan!!) 

 Please add a line why you have chosen each one.  
 

We will collate the responses and see if there is anything in 
common. The aim is to work these up into an Ex Table social 
event – you could arrive suitably dressed for the desert     
island. We may also send out a resume of the responses (we 
won’t say who they are from).  
Please have a think about it – no rush as venues may not be      
available anytime soon. Please send your responses to Will 
Parke         will.rosella@btinternet.com  
 
Jeff W                                 
  

Well, here we are again, another month on and no sign yet of us being able to meet 
as a Club any time soon, (inside at least) but, on the positive side, there may now be 
some options to meet outside so I am hopeful that we may be able to meet in per-
son at some point over the summer.  Meanwhile we have our 2 summer zoom meet-
ings with speakers to look forward to.  July 14 at 4.30 is our first one, a talk and 
flower arranging demonstration, followed on August 11 at 4.30pm with a talk on 
‘Juicing’. Just the thing for summer drinks!  More details to follow.  Anne has offered 

‘Zoom lessons’ to anyone struggling with new technology and I am sure will be happy to run another 
session in advance of our speaker presentations if anyone needs a helping hand. (Thanks Anne) 
 Has anyone looked at the Tangent website recently?  National have decided to run the 20/21 year 
with a Coalition of Executive members continuing in their roles of the previous year.  President, Sue 
Hill discusses this in her AGM report where she also mentions coming to Poole RNLI and driving the 
simulator!  This year National has chosen the British Red Cross as their charity.  A cause I hope we 
can support in some way during the year.  One good way to start would be to donate any good qual-
ity items we have dug out over the lockdown to the Ringwood shop when it reopens.  I suspect they 
will be inundated!   
Until next time, enjoy your quarantinis,  bored-eaux and furlough merlot during loctkail hour whilst 
you zoom with your nearest and dearest arranging which family members you are going to bubble 
with at the weekend before going back to working from home and skyping your quaranteams until 
we are finally rid of the miley cyrus!! 
 Yours in continued friendship 
Caroline 

Did you attend Ladies Night 2020?  
Keith took a video of the evening and the band are 
keen to use some clips as promotional material. 
Council are aware that there might be Data        
Protection issues and if you object (maybe you 
appear drunk!) then please speak to our Chairman 
who will provide more details.  



 
 

JIMMIE GORDON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOUNDER MEMBER OF RINGWOOD & DISTRICT ROUND TABLE AND FIRST VICE CHAIRMAN OF RINGWOOD & 
DISTRICT EX-TABLERS CLUB OF WHICH HE REMAINS AN HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 

 
Jimmie celebrated his 100th birthday on 12th June 2020. Born in Hillington, Scotland he was stationed at        
Ringwood in 1942 during the Second World War where he met his wife to be Elsie and they remained              
permanently in the Ringwood area. They had two children, Paul (1945) and Neil (1950).  
 
A prime mover in the first Ringwood Carnival in 1955 Jimmie was Carnival President for four years.  
He was a member of New Milton Round Table and then in 1959 helped to create Ringwood and District Round 
Table of which he was the first Chairman. The new Round Table was chartered in 1960.  
The Ex-Tablers’ Club in Ringwood was founded in 1964 and Jimmie was its first Vice Chairman and then       
Chairman the next year. The Club thrives today with over 60 members and Jimmie was made an Honorary Life 
Member in 2009. He has also been an active member of Ringwood Rotary Club 
Jimmie’s personal activity for Charity is legendary, raising hundreds of thousands of pounds for Cancer    
Charities, particularly Cancer Research UK.  
 
All members of the local Round Table family of Clubs congratulate Jimmie and a small number were able to 
celebrate with him on the day singing Happy Birthday and acknowledging his huge contribution to community 
life in Ringwood. 
Led by Ringwood Ex-Tabler John Adams playing the bagpipes, five other Ex-Tablers made their way into the 
Care Home garden where Jimmie was seated with a carer. 
Ringwood Ex-Table Chairman Richard Carter read to Jimmie an email received from National 41 Club      
President Peter Good and then presented him with the email. 
 
David Phelps, who joined Ringwood & District Round Table in 1962, and Derek Matthews who joined shortly 
afterwards, then stepped forward to greet him. Graham Hoyle, who has done a huge amount with his wife 
Jackie to look after Jimmie in recent years, was there together with Ian Stockdale who took photographs of the 
occasion and masterminded publicity afterwards. This included a piece on local ITV Meridian News on Monday 
15th June. 
 
John Adams stepped forward to greet Jimmie and then played out to the bagpipes once again. Jimmie’s     
present from Ex-Table was a bottle of a favourite single malt whisky together with another favourite; dark 
chocolates. 
 
Jimmie was excited to be receiving a card from the Queen who he has met on two occasions, once at Windsor 
in recognition of all his fundraising for Cancer Charities. He said he is most proud of the fundraising he has 
done and reaching such a great age he put down to keeping busy and active all his life. 
 
The weather forecast had not been good but the rain held off and with the help of the Care Home, Jimmie’s 
birthday was celebrated and we were all delighted to see him in good form and enjoying the occasion. 
The day concluded in the evening with the recently re-formed Ringwood Round Table Chairman; Phil Hoyle, 
proposing a toast to Jimmie with many current members of the Ringwood Clubs joining in. 
 

A very special day for a very special Tabler. 
 
 
 
 

This article will appear in the next 41 club National magazine. 
Photos of the celebration appear on the next page. 



 

Representatives of the club (socially distanced)               
were with Jimmie as well as piper John Adams and         

photographer Ian Stockdale. 

Chairman Richard extends the Club’s best 
wishes to Jimmie Gordon at his Care Home on 

the occasion of his 100th birthday. 

Honorary Life Member Jimmie Gordon born 12th June 1920 
Remember what we have enjoyed in Round Table and now in 41 Club, all stemmed from Jimmie  

being the Founder Chairman of Ringwood Round Table in 1959. What a man! Thank you. 



 
 
 

Round Tabling away from Ringwood222..this time it is Bob Merrett’s memories we share.  
Forest of Dean RT 1975-1979 
I worked in local government and moved jobs and house in 1974 to the then newly created Forest of Dean District Council.  
My brother had been a Tabler in Norwich and suggested that I consider joining and when a new work colleague invited me to 
the Speech House Hotel where the Table met, I joined Forest of Dean RT in 1975. We did the usual daft things to have fun 
and raise money. From repairing a river wall to keep out the River Severn, being the back legs of a Loch Ness Monster, 
spending freezing cold nights in the Forest running RAC Rally car parks, to spending a wonderful week-end paddling down 
the River Wye raising money for the Severn and Wye Rescue service and having to rescue the rescue service when it ran 
aground. I learned all about fellowship while running a Table Wellie Boot throwing contest at the first Forest Show when the 
very first contestant threw the wellie, hit a lady in the crowd full in the face and when the blood started to really pour, my GP 
colleague immediately disappeared. I often ferried the afore mentioned GP home at about 3am, our usual finishing time, with 
him hanging out the car window getting rid of the contents of his stomach only to see him back at his surgery at 8.00am bright 
as a button. He never told me the secret. 
 
Churchdown RT 1979-1989 including Hugo King - My part in his Downfall 
In 1979 I moved jobs to Tewkesbury and transferred from Forest to Churchdown RT. Churchdown was a little village between 
Gloucester and Cheltenham and I’d met quite a few of the members when in the Forest. They had a reputation for having fun 
and so it turned out - sort of. 
 
We had Medieval Fayres, a regular charity bicycle pub crawl, Father Christmas did an 
annual sleigh ride round the village, often the worse for drink and we had a brilliant 
debating team, which became the core of the Area team which won the National    
competition at the Birmingham conference in the mid 80’s. 
 
However, the night I became Chairman of this rabble in 1986 things started to get even 
more exciting. I was an Environmental Health Officer and Circle decided to amend my 

role to something else as the photo shows. I was still sober 
at this point of the Handover but that wasn’t the 
Churchdown way as you can see and became clear later in 
the evening. 
 
National Conference was at Great Yarmouth, Norfolk that year hence the Turkey references on 
our T-shirts which read ‘Have you been gobbled?’  
(I was there too and I still have the Area 23 sticker! Ed) 
 
We had a certain notoriety in Area 23 and probably still 

hold the record for the number of members in prison at any one time. The two in 
the picture with me at my Handover went in for various fraud and sadly a          

corporate manslaughter charge and one more not in 
these photos spent several years inside for spending 
his client account monies.  Never trust a solicitor! 
 
So whilst on the theme of notoriety the highlight of my 
year in the Chair was the visit of the National      
President of Round Table, Hugo King. On the night 
Churchdown hosted the President, the Area 23     
glitterati and my old Forest Table all turned out to meet him. In the picture I am exchanging   
banners with Harry Kear, Forest Chair and National President Hugo. Sadly our reputation was 
further embellished when we became famous as one of the last places Hugo King visited before 
he stood down from his role and spent some time at Her Majesty’s pleasure for mortgage fraud. 
 

Ringwood RT 1989-1991 
Just before I moved to Hampshire I was the Area 23 Severnvale Secretary. The links to Ringwood started then as at my last 
meeting as Area Sec in 1988, when I was already working for New Forest DC, I met a visiting Area Chairman, by the name of 
Andrew Johnson, who told me I had to come and live in Fordingbridge and join Ringwood Round Table.  So what could I do. 
Sara and I eventually moved in to Whitsbury Road in 1990 after I joined Ringwood RT. I think some members of Ringwood 
were a little taken aback when a few of the more unruly members of Churchdown arrived at the David Lloyd Club to see me 
off. I don’t think the more cultured Ringwood members knew how they managed to drink so much and still steal the Club   
Regalia. Ringwood also enjoyed having fun. I think the gold lamé bow tie really suits Colin Williams. 
 
Sadly my time in Table came to an end in 1991 when quite a few of us were 
thrown out and we had a great farewell at Hangersley Hut where we had a 
memorable farewell Karaoke. One interesting coincidence in my Tabling    
career was that a good friend back in the Forest moved down to Salisbury in 
the late 70’s.  It wasn’t until I joined Ringwood and got to know Andrew   
Johnson better, that I realised that Andrew’s partner in Salisbury was Nigel 
Brookes, who many in Ringwood will know and was the Tabler friend from the 
Forest of Dean. A small world. 
 
(Thank you Bob. Next month we read about David Hirst’s Tabling days in Whitley Bay) 
 



 
 
 

HAIR TODAY GONE TOMORROW. 
Thank you to those of you brave enough to send me photos.  

Shame on those who haven’t!! Below are some results!  

Chris has been going to Sue and judging by 
the above, maybe more of us should! 

 
Phil Hoyle has vowed not to cut  
his hair until lockdown is lifted! 

 

Our Vice Chairman is quite scary! 

I worry about our Regional Councillor! 

 
Stephen Butterfield sent us 

this one from Devon and 
tells me that his hair hasn’t 
been this long since 1976! 

Well, it is better 
than that beard 
he once had! 



 
 

 

 

FROGHAM SUNDAY  AUGUST 23rdFROGHAM SUNDAY  AUGUST 23rdFROGHAM SUNDAY  AUGUST 23rdFROGHAM SUNDAY  AUGUST 23rd    
A real nonA real nonA real nonA real non----Zoom day out Zoom day out Zoom day out Zoom day out     

for for for for all membersall membersall membersall members....    
 

Lunch, chat, drink and revel in the post Covid levity that will 
be the 2020 Frogham Sunday BBQ and AGM. Who will win 
the Innovation Trophy this year?? 

Kamp Kommandant Phelps invites you to come and join our Chairpeople Caroline and Richard at our Frogham 
campsite near Shaftesbury for a fun and relaxing Sunday in the countryside. Plan to arrive late morning and to 
leave whenever!! 
Lower Liston Farm is on the main Warminster Road, just north of Shaftesbury at SP7 9AG. The difficult to see 
signpost is on the left just before the railway bridge in Semley Bottom. 
If you plan to attend, you will need a code for the gate so please book in with Ian on 07930 340624 or 
ian@isosco.com. 
Just bring some food for the BBQ lunch and a drink or two. Please bring your own chairs.  
Sorry but no children.....it’s an adult only site. 
Any questions please give me a call.  

Ian Stockdale 
FAG Secretary in car net 

Naturally, the above is still subject to Covid restrictions at the time and your own common sense.Naturally, the above is still subject to Covid restrictions at the time and your own common sense.Naturally, the above is still subject to Covid restrictions at the time and your own common sense.Naturally, the above is still subject to Covid restrictions at the time and your own common sense.    

It’s a mess out there now. Hard to discern between what’s a real 
threat and what is just simple panic and hysteria. For a small amount 
of perspective at this moment, imagine you were born in 1900. 
On your 14th birthday, World War I starts, and ends on your 18th 
birthday. 22  million people perish in that war. Later in the year, a 
Spanish Flu epidemic hits the planet and runs until your 20th birth-
day. 50 million people die from it in those two years. Yes, 50 million. 
On your 29th birthday, the Great Depression begins. Unemployment 
hits 25%, the World GDP drops 27%. That runs until you are 33. The 
country nearly collapses along with the world economy. 
When you turn 39, World War II starts. You aren’t even over the hill 
yet. And don’t try to catch your breath. On your 41st birthday, the 
United States is fully pulled into WWII. Between your 39th and 45th 
birthday, 75 million people perish in the war. 
Smallpox was epidemic until you were in your 40’s, as it killed 300 
million people during your lifetime. 
At 50, the Korean War starts. 5 million perish. From your birth, until 
you were 55, you dealt with the fear of polio epidemics each sum-
mer. You experience friends and family contracting polio and being 
paralyzed and/or dying. 
At 55 the Vietnam War begins and doesn’t end for 20 years. 4 million 
people    perish in that conflict. During the Cold War, you lived each 
day with the fear of nuclear annihilation. On your 62nd birthday you 
have the Cuban Missile Crisis, a tipping point in the Cold War. Life 
on our planet, as we know it, almost ended. When you turn 75, the 
Vietnam War finally ends. 
Think of everyone on the planet born in 1900. How did they endure 
all of that? When you were a kid in 1985 and didn’t think your 85 
year old grandparent understood how hard school was. And how 
mean that kid in your class was. Yet they survived through every-
thing listed above. Perspective is an amazing art. Refined and 
enlightening as time goes on. Let’s try and keep things in perspec-
tive. Your parents and/or grandparents were called to endure all of 
the above – you are called to stay home and sit on your couch. 

The Andersons led a socially distanced bike ride 
around the salt marshes at Keyhaven. Keith 
writes!....”9 bikers ; Keith Sue, Mike, Lynne, Jeff, John A, 
JQ, Chris K and Chairman Richard. 
 Brilliant weather and perfect route could not have been 
better.  

Maybe another ride in Sept/Oct when Bournemouth Prom  
is ok for bikers after the July/Aug restrictions end again! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Please continue to submit suitable copy for the Cartier Chronicle before the 4th of each month. That’s all Folks!  Ed 

What is the chicken saying?  Suggestions to the Editor 

Richard Blackiston sent me these photos of Round Table Chairman Phil Hoyle’s London Tavern which now proudly advertises 
the new Round Table of Ringwood and Verwood. I can’t wait to get down there and have a pint of draught beer!  

Facebook user? Check out their page and ‘share’ as much content as you can so that RT becomes strong again in our locality. 

Dear Athletes 
We met to celebrate the first Covid gathering of the Poulner Freefall Cycling Team since early March.  Eric offered us an ex-
tensive range of fine ales and one packet of crisps (between us) on his 
front lawn today. 
John Harper was unable to join us as he was having trouble with his pars-
nips and the new neighbours who had turned up with caravans on the 
North Poulner Road Green. 
The event was very jolly with many problems solved but somewhat dis-
turbing that Dick and Mike didn’t realise the bench was only 4 foot long!! 
Photos attached to prove it happened chaps. Thanks Eric. 
 

I am a Seenager – a senior teenager 
I have everything that I wanted as a teenager, only 60 years later. I don’t have to go to school or work. I get an allowance 
every month. I have my own pad. I don’t have a curfew.  I have a driver’s license and my own car. I have ID that gets me into 
bars and the whisky store. The people I hang around with are not scared of getting pregnant. And I don’t have acne. Life is 
Good! Also, you will feel much more intelligent after reading this. Brains of older people are slow because they know so much. 
People do not decline mentally with age, it just takes them longer to recall facts because they have more  information in their 
brains, scientists believe. Much like a computer struggles as the hard drive gets full, so too, do humans take longer to access   
information when their brains are full. Researchers say this slowing down process is not the same as cognitive decline. The 
human brain works slower in old age, said Dr. Michael Ramscar, but only because we have stored more information over time. 
The brains of older people do not get weak. On the  contrary, they simply know more. Also, older people often go to another 
room to get something and when they get there, they stand there wondering what they came for. It is NOT a memory problem, 
it is nature’s way of making older people do more exercise. I have more friends I should share this with, but right now I can’t 
remember their names. So, please pass this on to your friends; they may be my friends, too! 

Blimey, he needs a haircut! 

More Lockdown Lingo 
 

‘Coughin’ dodger’ 
Someone so alarmed by an in-
nocuous splutter or throat-clear 
that they back away in terror.  

 
‘Mask-ara’ 

Extra make-up applied to "make 
one's eyes pop" before venturing 
out in public wearing a face mask. 
 

‘Quentin Quarantino’ 
An attention-seeker using their 

time in lockdown to make amateur 
films which they’re convinced are 
funnier and      cleverer than they 

actually are. 



In recent years the Chairmen of Ringwood and Bournemouth No 5 have been 
Honorary Members of each other’s Club. This was confirmed again this year and 
Graham Hitchins became an Honorary of Ringwood and so the recipient of all 
Arthur’s jokes and communications. 
 
Richard was able to join members of Bournemouth 41 and Tangent Clubs when they 
came to Godshill Wood near his home in the New Forest for a socially distanced 
walk and picnic on Saturday 4th July. 
 
 
On Monday 6th July the Club Concert was Tchaikovsky’s ‘Swan Lake’: 
 
 

 
 
 
Tangent’s Flower Arranging evening happened on 14th July with speaker input from 
Emma Betsy from Burley Lifestyle. 

 
 
 
 

A NIGHT AT THE BALLET  
With Sue and Keith 

ZOOM Presentation  Richard Carter  : Advisory John Kennedy 

The Kirov Ballet 

St Petersburg 

YULIA  

 

Monday 6th July 2020  joining on ZOOM at 7.00pm  

 A FULL PERFORMANCE COMPRISING OF  3ACTS 

https://youtu.be/9rJoB7y6Ncs 

INTERVAL OPTIONS;  YOU TO CHOOSE YOURS  

TIME DURATION (approx.): 

ACT 1 68mins   ACT2 35mins   ACT3 27mins 

END OF CONCERT BACK TO ZOOM 



 
On 19th July the (ever occupied) Dirty Dibber published his 5th edition:  
 
 
BACK TO THE PLOT with THE DIRTY DIBBER  
BUMPER SUMMER ISSUE 5  

Unzip a banana       
 
Sorry for gap since DD4 but even in these lockdown times there never seem to be 
enough hours in the day. I hope you’ve been as busy on your veg plots as I have, if 
so then hopefully like us here at Dibber Towers you are now harvesting like mad. 
We’ve had the windiest summer months I’ve ever known & that can do as much 
damage as torrential rain, drought and cold nights. For example, I planted out my first 
batch of All Year Round lettuce in early May, bit of a gamble, but a variety I would 
strongly recommend. Compact, only needing to be set out 9” apart or even 6” if really 
pushed for space (you’d get 8-10 in a growbag or 4 in a 29cm (foot in old money) pot. 
Lovely flavour; can be treated as cut and come again by just taking leaves when you 
need them.  
 
But my second batch of 12 planted out in early June have been disappointing, smaller, 
much darker in colour and tougher leaves that needed pulling earlier than they should 
have. Why? Because the growing conditions were completely different - very dry, hot 
and windy that left some leaves got scorched. Third batch planted out beginning of 
July are looking back to their true, lovely form. This is the theme of this DD issue – 
what’s growing, what isn’t and why, lessons to be learned for next year based on what 
is being grown in the Dibber plot and which hopefully many of you are also trying. 
 
Early potatoes are now at an end. First pot harvested 3rd May, last one 6th July. They 
all did OK but last planted and smallest with just two tubers had best yield, planted 
12th April. This season learned the spuds develop very close to the surface, which in 
the ground is why we earth them to avoid them going green if they get too close to 
daylight. 29cm pot is enough, its the 10” depth surprisingly is all they need to produce 
a good crop. So smaller tubs or bags, and only grow Charlotte - lovely taste, good 
cropper. 
 
Runner Beans (Scarlet Emperor, can’t beat the old favourite) 
 I tried to cheat nature with four plants in a 30cm pot, alongside the fence for extra 
protection, as planted out mid May. They have grown brilliantly, are at top of the canes 
with lots of flowers, but they are not setting many pods, as yet if any. Must be the 
position alongside the fence, so have moved pot more into the open and see if that 
helps. Main double row 22 sticks heavily cropping much lower down the plants than 
last year. Make sure as with almost everything you take off the first fruits soon as they 
can be used.  
 
This pays dividends later with a heavier crop for longer. Keep watching for blackfly, 
especially on underside of lower leaves, water regularly (try and make a trough 
between the rows) and keep spraying with water twice weekly until all the flowers have 
set pods or dropped off. Spray mid evening, bees don’t like rain or hose showers!! 
 
 
 
 



 
Courgettes (Defender F1, brilliant strongly recommended) 
A triumph; have given them the space they need even in my small plot, and it is paying 
dividends. I have four strong plants, which is ridiculous as we have already taken over 
20 fruits and are inundated so it is true – one plant will supply two users.  
Fortunately, Lady Digger is a brilliant soup maker and has made courgette and leek 
(lovely) and courgette and frozen peas, incredible, who ever heard of a recipe where 
one ingredient is frozen peas? It is just beautiful, so along with courgette quiche we 
are well placed.  
As previously advised keep a very close eye on the first fruits, they often go soft at the 
tip and/or bulbous at the stem ends, if so nip them off they do the plant no good. Take 
fruits as soon as they are a good size and be watchful – in humid weather they grow 
at an incredible rate. Miss one hiding under one of their big leaves and it will be a foot 
long before you know it. Impressive, but 6-8” is the perfect courgette size. Take leaves 
off from the root end as the plant grows, slowly, but you need no more than 4 leaves 
between root and the next fruit along. Feed regularly and never allow to dry out, create 
a walled ring about 6” out around the root. 
 
Tomatoes (Gardener’s Delight, another reliable old favourite) 
Now in full growth ,including those plant weakening side shoots. Keep nipping these 
out as soon as they appear, they do nothing for the plant except weaken it. By now 
under glass they will be near the roof if it is an 8x6 like mine, so once they touch the 
roof (or are 6’ high) cut off the main stem two leaves above the top flower truss. If the 
top truss makes six you can leave it on, but no more, and never more than 5 outdoors. 
Now unzip a banana – banana skins are great for helping tomatoes to turn red, don’t 
ask me why, something they give off. It also doesn’t do any harm to cucumbers, 
peppers chillies or melons either. Keep laying them at the base of each plant (if you 
eat a lot of bananas!!) or between plants if you don’t. Soon as they turn very black, 
replace with a fresh one. The other great addition along the edge in front of the plants 
is marigolds and nasturtiums. Both help deter whitefly in the greenhouse, they 
especially detest the aromas from marigolds. Not too late got myself half a dozen from 
the garden centre yesterday.  
By the way I’ve seen a few tomato plants this year where the upper side shoots have 
been dealt with, but right at the base of the stem strong growths are flourishing. As 
well as the baby leaves cut off anything else at the base that pokes its head above 
ground level or starts growing very close between stem and ground. 
 
Beetroot (Boltardy, can’t be bettered in my experience) 
Beetroot is a bit of a marmite vegetable, you either love or hate it, but as a cooked 
vegetable it is fabulous and of course great in salads. Have had my best double row 
ever, the key I have finally learned is sowing thin to start with (two seeds which are 
clusters anyway every 3 “), aggressive thinning and then early use of young even if 
small fruits. Lady Dibber is about to make beetroot and orange chutney, watch this 
space for results, another product for the pick your own stall!!! 
 
Onions (Sturminster Giant and Red Baron sets) 
Have been their usual reliable selves, grown from sets they are so easy and have 
hardly any problems, only neck rot caused by a fungus and that usually only in 
exceptionally prolonged damp conditions. Local garden centre made the mistake of 
selling sets loose with a fill a flower pot offer, however they used a pot I managed to 
cram 125 onions into (as opposed to the stingey sized bags they use for daffodils or 
potato tubers!!) 



I have just lifted 88 white and 32 red onions, so a 96% success rate which I’d settle 
for in any crop. Remarkable really, but typical for onions grown from sets. Just lay 
them out in baskets to dry off, then snip off dried tops and roots and store – in our 
case in an old chest of drawers in the garage. They store exceptionally well and we’ll 
still be using these this time next year!! 
Cucumbers (Byblos F1, new variety) 
Make sure they are well supported as these are very heavy croppers, best I have ever 
grown. Must dig out my pick your own sign from the garage loft!! Remember until they 
are about 4 feet high pinch out any side shoots, usually straight after a small fruit has 
appeared on the main stem. They weaken the main growth just as side shoots do on 
tomatoes. Let them go higher up, but not until very well established and have set at 
least half a dozen fruits. 
 
The flower border 
Yes I know you can’t eat flowers except cauliflowers and courgette flowers (delicious 
fried in butter if picked very fresh) but Lady Dibber says I mustn’t ignore flowers and 
shrubs. So keep dead heading roses, ideally cutting with an angled cut rather than just 
snapping them off, and also when penstemons start looking tired, keep them going by 
cutting back to just above the next bud below the last dead flower. 
Also variegated shrubs sometimes start to produce plain leaves at their base. Even a 
veg man like me knows this can’t be what you want on a variegated shrub, otherwise 
why not just grow a plain one in the first place?!! So cut these out as soon as you see 
any.  
There you are – and you thought I didn’t know anything about flowers (actually I copied 
this from a magazine!!!). Back to the veg 
 
Water Water Everywhere – Except in Chandlers Ford 
OK, OK yes it has rained this week and even as I finish this off today, but it won’t 
always last, so keep saving any useable kitchen water. Early, late and often is the key, 
but without drowning plant roots, which it is easy to do. Remember back of the hand 
(or fingers if a small pot) and if compost sticks then fine, if not maybe a small drink is 
called for.  
I did see Monty Don couple of weeks ago talk about Feeding Friday and a good splash 
once a week, but he can’t have been referring to the veg plot. 
The weather looks set fair and quite hot next 10 days, so remember pots/grow 
bags/hanging baskets and any other container based plants need checking every day, 
especially hanging baskets which dry even quicker as they have wind circulation all 
round them.  
The greenhouse and any frames need a light watering daily anyway in hot weather, 
as do courgettes and squashes, they are avid drinkers. Ignore lawns unless you are 
hosting a local tennis or bowls tournament, grass always recovers – remember 1976? 
 
Late sowing and cropping 
You can’t cheat nature, but you can push the boundaries!! Spring onions, climbing 
French beans, beetroot, lettuce, radish and a whole lot more can still be sown and as 
you harvest ground will become available. Like me you may not grow winter greens (I 
find them too much trouble and they are always plagued by pests) but unless you have 
had a ground pest problem, animal or vegetable, why leave the ground fallow until 
next year unless it needs a rest. 
I’ve just sown climbing French beans (Hunter) for the first time, still sowing lettuce, 
tempted to sow more beetroot. 
Next issue compost, herbs and the nature garden         Keeeeeeeeeep digging!! 



 
 
 
The July Club meeting was due on Tuesday 21st July and Secretary Chris Kean sent 
out the following teaser highlighting the Speaker, the presentation to Arthur (who had 
been framed!) and a questionnaire about future meetings. 
 
"Please join us on Tuesday via Zoom at 4.30pm for a speaker meeting when Gez 
Mellers will tell us about his life in Criminal Forensics. Afterwards at 5.30pm, we will 
have our own surprise version of ‘You Have been Framed’, but who is in the frame? 
There will be a bit of business and Chairman Richard would like to open the 
discussion about face to face Club or social meetings before a questionnaire is sent 
out to all members to gauge feelings on what you all may be comfortable with.” 
 
 
Here are the minutes of the Club meeting:  
 
 

RINGWOOD & DISTRICT EX-TABLERS’ CLUB  
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CLUB 

Tuesday 21 July at 16.30 via Zoom 
 

The Chairman opened the meeting with grace. 
Apologies were received from Mike Callaghan and Will Parke who were “all at sea” 
and John Adams. John Harper had a better offer after 5.30 and likewise Chris 
Treleaven at 5.45 and Colin Read also took an early departure. 
 
There were no guests to welcome or to toast, other than our speaker Gez Mellers 
 
The Chairman proposed the loyal “sitting” toast and then gave permission to himself 
and Richard Blackiston to remove jackets. 
 
Guest speakers 
 
Our speaker, Gez Mellers addressed the assembled throng. Gez had spent 25 years 
with Hampshire Police – Resources Department, liaising with scientists and police 
officers. Inevitably, reference was made to TV pathology programmes which are now 
much closer to the truth than they used to be but (big admission!) in reality the 
pathologists don’t solve all the crimes! 
Gez related a couple of amusing incidents. 
 
Mike Fraser gave a fine vote of thanks. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were taken as read and there were no matters arising. 
 
“You’ve been Framed” 
 
The Chairman announced that shortly we would know who has been framed. Arthur 
was the victim and, whilst we were talking, a package of suitable goodies was 
delivered by Caroline as a huge thank you to Arthur for helping to keep a smile on 
our faces for 100 days. He claims he still has enough material in reserve should 
there be another lockdown – let’s hope we don’t need it – for all the right reasons! 



 
 
Correspondence 
 
Nothing of note. 
 
Chairman’s remarks 
 
After 4 months in lockdown Richard C wanted to test the feelings among club 
members and their appetite for closer get togethers at meetings and social events. 
To this end, he said that it was proposed that a questionnaire should be circulated to 
all members within the next 24 hours. There were no objections to this proposal. 
 
The band that played for us at last year’s Ladies Night has asked to use extracts 
from a video taken by Keith A., on the evening showing club members dancing, for 
their own promotion. Richard C confirmed that all extracts would be carefully 
controlled by 41 Club, a piece will be put in the Newsletter asking for any objections 
whilst being mindful that any guests would not have the opportunity to object. 
 
Jeff W outlined the rules concerning the number of people who can meet at any one 
time as they stand today.  
 
Vice-Chairman 
 
Ladies Night is still progressing. The band “About Time” are playing again at the 
same fee. 
 
Treasurer 
 
All subscriptions are now in. 
Our treasurer is not spending much at present, other than on gifts for Arthur. 
 
Social 
 
Greyfriars is now open to groups of up to 30 in the Greyfriars Hall. The catering gets 
complicated but it does open up opportunities. 
We should keep going with Desert Island Discs and the haircut photos. 
Thanks to Mike Edwards for the continuing exploits of the Dirty Dibber and to Mike 
Fraser for his driving/car maintenance articles. 
The next bike ride is on 17 August and the Odessa File film evening is on 27 July. 
This Thursday is Tangent’s Rod Stewart evening and on Monday, 3 August is our 
next concert evening. 
The campers are doing their Frogham thing at the end of August.  
 
Welfare 
 
David will be sending out an email to all the people on the “visit Jimmie” rota, asking 
them to phone him. 
John Morgan went into hospital for an initial operation on Saturday. 
 
 
 



 
 
Editor 
 
Thanks to all the contributors. The next edition will include a brand-new piece……. 
letters to the editor, so get scribing as long as it’s printable. 
 
Speakers’ secretaries 
 
Richard B confirmed that Steve M would be talking about The Alzheimer’s’ Society at 
our August meeting. 
 
Meals  
 
David P seemed to go into suspended animation (presumably whilst dreaming of the 
kiss promised by Ian!). 
David has had a discussion with Tara at St Leonards who has confirmed that, for the 
foreseeable future, the function room will be closed. She will let us know when there 
is a change. 
The trustees of The Arndale Centre in Wimborne seem to be slightly ahead of 
Greyfriars in terms of opening more widely and could be considered as a possible 
venue (there is no truth in the rumour that David just wants to be able to walk home 
after our meetings!) 
 
Publicity and membership 
 
The latest edition of the national mag has a full page spread on Jimmie. 
Tim Airey should have joined us on Zoom but had to drop out at the last minute. 
 
Lay membership/ health & safety 
 
Steve is still streaming risk assessments for walks and bike rides and with talk of 
cockle picking he is busily translating the assessments into Chinese for the benefit of 
the gang master. 
 
Webmaster/immediate past it 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Any other business 
 
Richard B suggested that Jeff would like to do10 minutes on very old Round Table. 
 
Dates of Next Meetings 
 
Council – 4 August 2020 on Zoom 
Club – 18 August 2020 on Zoom 
 
Final Toast 
 
 
 



And here is the Questionnaire sent to all Members the day after the meeting: 
 
Returning to Normal Questionnaire 

 
             Club Council wishes to know your thoughts and personal  
           considerations about how and when we should start face to  
                          face meetings/social events once again.  

 
We will only move forward in line with current Government  
guidelines and by taking your views fully into account. 

 
              Please help by answering the following questions and then send them  
                            to Club Secretary, Chris Kean by 30th July 2020. 

     Thank you very much in anticipation. 
 

1. CLUB MEETINGS 
- As and when St Leonards opens the function room are 
you willing to return there at the earliest opportunity?        YES  NO 
 
- If YES, at the hotel would you expect 

o Properly organized social distancing       YES  NO 
o To wear any form of PPE                         YES  NO 
o The hotel to provide other special protection    YES  NO 

 
- If NO, please comment on your reasons and concerns 

 
- Would you prefer to meet elsewhere and self cater?    YES  NO 
- Would you prefer to continue Zoom meetings?             YES  NO 

 
2. SOCIAL EVENTS 

- Are you willing to attend outdoor social events?                YES  NO 
- Are you willing to attend indoor social events? eg Greyfriars  YES  NO 
- Would you expect to self cater both indoors and outdoors?  YES  NO 
- Would you accept supplied takeaway food?                  YES  NO 

 
3. GENERAL 

- Would you accept that numbers are likely to be limited?   YES  NO 
- Would you be content to have guests or a guest speaker?  YES  NO 
- If you have a partner do they share your views?                      YES  NO 
 
Please add any additional comments to help us decide how we move forward. 



 
The outcomes of the survey were as follows in the summary chart and  
comments received. Richard’s email to all members as a result was sent  
on 14th August. 

 
RINGWOOD EX-TABLERS CLUB      
Summary of Responses to Return to Normal Questionnaire   
      
    Yes No 

       
Club Meetings      
Willingness to return to St Leonards at earliest 
opportunity  23 7 

      
If Yes, at the hotel would you expect :     
    Properly organised social distancing   20 2 

      
   To wear PPE    11 12 

      
   The hotel to provide other special 
protection   15 7 

      
Prefer to meet elsewhere and self-cater   8 17 

      
Prefer to continue Zoom 
meetings    15 13 

      
      
Social Events      
Willingness to attend outdoor social events   27 1 

      
Willingness to attend indoor events eg at Greyfriars  17 11 

      
Expect to self-cater indoors and outdoors   18 10 

      
Acceptance of supplied takeaway food   22 6 

      
      
General      
Acceptance that numbers are likely to be limited  26 1 

      
Content to have guests or a guest speaker   21 6 

      
Does you partner share your 
views?    25 1 

 
 



Bob Merrett 
I do not wish to rush back to a place like a hotel where there may be any number of 
potential risks from employees and other members of the public who are completely 
unknown to me. 
I am content for the foreseeable future to continue Club meetings by Zoom.  I don’t 
wish to hurry back to St Leonard’s for a ‘normal’ meeting with dinner.  I am uncertain 
about the thoroughness of the hotel to protect our health.  I assume also that 
numbers would have to be restricted, particularly so if food is to be served. 
If we were to try Club meetings, I would prefer a Greyfriars type event.  I would 
prefer not to have food, as it makes for complications in clearing up etc. as well as 
bringing own food and drinks.  I am aware this goes against the social attraction and 
norm of our meetings of eating together. As above I presume numbers would have to 
be limited.  If that number is 30 it might mean ‘first come first served’ although recent 
Zoom meetings have been less than this number, so may not be an issue in reality. 
If we are considering social events then unless we have some form of outdoor event, 
then I guess we are limited to Greyfriars type venues.  I am happy with that but if 30 
is the maximum for external and internal meetings, then in the case of couples, I 
think 15 couples makes for a rather exclusive affair!  Whether we would reach even 
this number will be tested by this questionnaire, I guess. Sorry to go on. 
Jeff Wickens 
Yes, to opportunity but that may be some time away given present circumstances 
Still somewhat early to have general get together but in the meantime some smaller 
pod or inter-pod social meetings / walks etc. or maybe Council meetings could take 
place. A lot will depend on circumstances and guidance which is changing weekly. 
Peter Lomax 
Only when it is safe and legal to do so   
John Harper 
Due to underlying health issues I am currently still very cautious. All very much 
depends on when the function room reopens, if this is say in a couple of months’ 
time and infection rates have dropped, I may be more willing to attend with the 
proviso that social distancing etc. is observed. 
Will Parke 
Why should we expect the venue to provide any special 
protection beyond that of Govt guidelines, other than hand 
cream?  
It is up to us to do it ourselves if we judge it necessary 

 

Continue Pod Zooming so that those who are unable to attend 
meetings can still stay in contact.      I do not participate in the 
'Club meetings’; too many people all at once. 

Apart from small private get-togethers that are already taking 
place, eg BBQs, bike rides, caravanning, it would be good to get 
back to normal social events on a larger scale 

 
 
 



Chris Treleaven 
In addition, hotel should ensure no close groups eg. at the bar or entrance hall area, 
and one-way system, entering meeting room along corridor and returning through 
patio area outside. 
Andrew Green  
If we return to St Leonard’s, perhaps they could put food on a table by the kitchen 
door and we could help ourselves. 
Continue with Zoom meetings until we are able to move forward 
Need to limit guest numbers 
We should not have any indoor events but should review each month. 
John Kennedy 
I find that social distancing might be stretched in those circumstances and cannot be 
sure members are social distancing as we personally are observing. Very happy to 
consider outside in Summer somewhere, but back gardens appear to be against the 
stipulations (not commercial(?)) as outlined by Jeff last night. Pub garden maybe? 
Will review this as number of cases continue to recede but concerned about second 
wave. 
Barrie Vincent 
Not willing to attend any event until the Pandemic is fully over 
Richard Carter 
The principal items would be mask and gloves neither of which would be appropriate 
to eat and drink there. However, I would expect the staff to comply with all PPE 
guidelines as required at the time. 
I would be happy to meet elsewhere and self-cater if that was the preferred route; I 
am also perfectly happy to continue with Zoom meetings if that proves to be the best 
way forward.  
Paul Thackray 
I have reservations about the ability of venues to organize events safely and many of 
our members are vulnerable. 
Gordon Knott 
Members not happy to attend meetings/social need to be kept informed/involved with 
Club maybe by an Event Report or via the website. 
Gerald Carter 
I would not wish to go back to St Leonards as a lot of travellers use the hotel which 
increases the risk factor. 
Mike Fraser 
I would really like to get back to normal, and support any moves to do so, but can't 
see it with the current Guidelines being an easy one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ian Stockdale 
PPE to be worn by us would compromise the meeting communication, eating and 
drinking. 
PPE Ok if worn by staff. 
Zoom until safe inside gatherings can be established. 
We are prepared to join live gatherings provided Government guidelines are clear at 
the time and being adhered to by all attending. This applies also to those responsible 
for managing and staffing enclosed premises: Greyfriars, St Leonards, private 
homes etc. 
Supplied food and takeaway need to be assessed at the time. We should also 
explore whether (social or Club) need to have food supplied at all. 
If Government guidelines do not specifically address over 70s and those considered 
vulnerable, we will apply guidelines based on our local risk assessment. This will 
include Covid cases being reported currently within our territory. 
Mike Fraser 
The above can only be an interim measure pending widespread vaccination. Whilst it 
could complicate the situation by requiring additional organization, assuming venues 
were available, more frequent meetings/events attended by fewer people would 
allow a partial return to the new normal. Outdoor events are completely weather 
dependent, and will not really be feasible later in the year. It also seems we will have 
to await further Government Guidance on gatherings sizes, before we can also plan 
what we would like to do. At the moment officially would not work indoors, unless we 
were able to class ourselves as a community activity, with accompanying risk 
assessment – not sure what the guidance is from National on this. 
This assumes on a personal basis my own health will not require me to completely 
isolate myself from any contact whatsoever prior to vaccination.  
We should keep on Zooming until we know more.   
 
 
Many thanks to all of you who returned our questionnaire. The overall conclusions 
were as follows: 
 
 - Many would like to return to St Leonards for Club meetings when we can but 
would want to know full details of the arrangements beforehand. St Leonards have 
not yet opened their function room so that is not an option at  present.  
 
 - In the meantime, although Zoom isn’t wonderful it remains the best way of 
holding Club meetings and ensuring as many members as possible can join in. 
 
 - There is a desire for face to face social events albeit on a limited scale and 
with limited numbers and plans are being developed for these events. 

 

 

 

 



THE 500+500 CHALLENGE 
On 22nd July Chairman Richard and Susie joined the 41 Club National 500+500 
challenge to raise money for National President Peter’s Charity, Dementia UK. 
The idea to do this was Tom Atkins’, the National Councillors’ Liaison Officer. A 
number of his National colleagues had started their walking in May and then the 
summer National magazine opened the challenge up to others. They had a 
Facebook page and WhatsApp group for the walkers. 
Tom worked out that it was around 500 miles to walk from his house to the 41 
Club and Tangent National Conference planned to be in Aviemore. In April 2021. 
Then the Proclaimers song came on the radio, so he decided to walk 500 more 
and make it 1,000 miles. Since then a '500 plus 500 More' group had dedicated 
themselves to the task of joining him on his trek. 
Richard and Susie set out to walk 500 miles each. Their research told them that 
from their house to Aviemore was 520 miles so that become the target. They 
promoted the walk to family, friends, on their neighbours’ social network 
Nextdoor, and, with the help of Ian’s publicity the walk was promoted in the local 
paper. They raised well over £1,000 including Gift Aid for the Charity.  
The 500 miles were completed in October by walking just over 6 miles each day. 
Tom then challenged them to continue walking with the others which they did, 
maintaining the same average walk per day and completing the challenge of 
1,000 miles each on 29th December.  
  

 



The Club Concerts had been successful and a modern music evening had been 
suggested. The Tangent ladies organized an evening with Rod Stewart for 
Thursday 23rd July which was also very successful: 

 

 
 
On Monday 27th July came the next Film from the Anderson Studios, ‘The 
Odessa File’. 

 

‘RIMBURY STUDIOS’  
richard john & keith are pleased to present 

YOUR OWN RECORDED MOVIE PLAYBACK  TO BE ON: 

Monday 27th July 2020  at 7.15pm (joining on ZOOM) 



 
On 28th July Mike Fraser published the next edition of ‘The Pedal’: 

THE PEDAL TO THE FLOOR                       

The occasional missive from your Club Motoring Correspondent. So Lights Out 
and Go! Hello enthusiasts, fans of this column and others! Well, you ask, what’s 
the old duffer going to ramble on about this time? Up to now it all been technical, 
this time it’s all about the driving.  

It’s a well known fact that I am from the Clarkson end of the spectrum, actually I 
am a lot older than him so I have been ranting and raving and using bad 
language well before he had a driving licence. My long suffering wife, who has 
been known to say, “stop the car, I want to get out, to take more tranquilisers”, 
and my children who mysteriously have acquired a formidable repertoire of bad 
language, have of course done a few miles with me at the wheel.  

So what’s this really about? It’s about taking you driving seriously, and there are 
lot’s of Mike Fraser’isms which directly relate to that – the main one is it is “Your 
life in their hands” – who are they you ask? They are the majority of drivers on 
UK roads and who do not take it seriously. You see them every day, texting at 
the wheel, doing their make up as they drive along, vaping to the extent that the 
fog in their car obscures all vision, - the list goes on and on.  

Whilst my favourite wholly non PC shouted insults – such as “Get yourself a 
white stick” and “It does have more than just 1st gear you know” are often 
used, of course Mrs Know it All also points out that they cannot hear me as I 
blast pass them at 80 mph plus.  

Shall we get the point? You have to be prepared for them and the challenges 
they pose – it’s a sad state of affairs but you have be prepared to encounter 
poor and dangerous driving by others on every journey.  

If you can expect the unexpected, and have a strategy for dealing with it, your 
chances of survival are that much better. I am not a trained high speed driver or 
a member of the IAM, however I have done a few million miles over the years in 
all weathers, and learned how to cope, so I will drop the odd Mike Fraser’ism in 
from time to time.  

The trained drivers will call it defensive driving, I prefer to call it an every day 
common sense approach. So, be spatially aware, use all of your senses, watch 
what other divers are doing, or more importantly what they are not doing.  

The most blatantly common faults you will see, usually together are their failure 
not to use their mirrors and not signalling their intentions, and when they 
combine this with no lane discipline, beware! So you have to be alert and 
anticipate that there may be problems, equally when you do see good driving 
you can be more confident of being in safer surroundings.  



Of course road conditions will be constantly varying – on the motorway in good 
weather visibility will be good, so you should also be keeping a constant look out 
on what is happening as far ahead of you as is possible.  

If you see rear stoplights coming on in all lanes 2 miles ahead you can start to 
make your decisions on seeing who is behind you, which lane to be in, and if 
you then see the hazard flashers also coming on ahead make your own plan to 
avoid being rear ended as you slow to the incident.  

On the motorway in bad weather visibility will be completely different, spray 
reduces it, standing water makes your braking distances at least double what 
they would otherwise be, and you have the added complication of some of your 
fellow road users still driving as if it was a dry sunny day! Believe me – I have 
seen it so often – and the carnage that can follow. Under these conditions it’s 
headlights on, maybe even fog lights if it’s that bad, although remember they can 
also dazzle those behind if it’s not that murky. Choose you lane, and give extra 
time signalling your intentions, and look to see that that those around you know 
what you are going to do.  

In town of course conditions will be totally different but nevertheless you have to 
be just as vigilant. It might be a 30 limit, but you may judge that 20 may be safer, 
if you are for example in an area with lots of parked cars and pedestrians and 
cyclists, as well as motor cycles. One of my ways of knowing more of what’s 
going on is to lower windows when entering junctions in urban areas. So as I 
said above, lower your windows – listen as well as looking – motor cycles can 
often appear from behind parked cars, with the window down you have more 
chance of hearing them.  

On A and B roads you may come across the odd farm vehicle, or the dreaded 
caravan, so have your strategy, know your car, know it’s strengths and 
weaknesses, use those mirrors, use the flashers – and then you can turn the 
challenge into an opportunity – an opportunity to put to put the pedal to the floor 
and use all of that power in planned safe overtaking. If you are not sure about 
what you car can really do, find a quiet bit of road, imagine you are behind a 
caravan, visualise the gap in the traffic approaching you, and make your practice 
manoeuvre.  

Finally, the last Fraser’ism, which is ”If in doubt put foot hard down on 
accelerator”. This is your last resort, when if after all of the looking at the likely 
driving of the other motorists around you and all of the other assumptions you 
have made, now look as if they will still not keep you safe, it’s time to get as far 
away from the potential incident as possible! I work on the principal that my car 
will always brake more quickly than it will accelerate, so doing it this way I have 
two choices, if I only hit the brakes I have only one choice, I can always hit the 
brakes later, so my way I have twice the chance of keeping out of trouble.  

So thanks for reading, now go out there and thrash your car past those caravans 
and tractors, with the window down enjoying the rasp of the exhaust, but 
remember keep under 100 mph – automatic ban if caught speeding at more than 
30 mph over the limit.  

Happy motoring.  



 
POD REVIEW 

 
At the end of July Richard held Zoom discussions with the POD leaders and as a 
result the following conclusions were reached and a revised POD list issued to all 
members. 
 
 

RINGWOOD & DISTRICT EX-TABLERS CLUB 
REVIEW OF ‘KEEP IN TOUCH PODS’ 

 
After 4 months in operation POD leaders held a review during week beginning 27th 
July. The key conclusions were as follows: 
 

The PODs have been a successful way of keeping people in touch and 
there was general agreement to continue, with each POD deciding how 
best to do so for their own group of members. 

The original geographic division had been sensible at the start of lockdown 
but was no longer as necessary and members of both Clubs should feel 
able to join a POD appropriate to their main contacts and friendships if 
they so wished. The PODs are not intended to have rigid memberships 
and should operate as informally as possible. 

Some members have been involved in more than one POD which is fine. 

Fordingbridge, Poulner, Ashley Heath and Ferndown PODs would 
continue as they are. 

It is proposed to merge Ringwood POD with Romsey/Southampton POD. 
Bob Merrett and Richard Dyson will liaise to achieve this. 

It is proposed to merge Poole POD with Bournemouth/Christchurch POD. 
Gordon Knott will lead the POD. 

It would be helpful to let members know when the various regular POD 
Zoom meetings took place.  

These are : Ashley Heath at 4pm on Wednesdays; Fordingbridge at 
4.30pm on Thursdays; Poulner at 5pm on Fridays. 

Poulner and Poole PODs also have lively WhatsApp groups. 

It was agreed to send out a POD update to all members which would 
confirm the changes agreed. 

 
 
 
 
 



RINGWOOD & DISTRCIT EX-TABLERS CLUB    
STAY IN TOUCH PODS (AS UPDATED AUGUST 2020)    
      
POULNER  ASHLEY HEATH  FORDINGBRIDGE 

      
John/Barbara Kennedy *  David/Vivien Hirst *  Richard/Susie Carter * 
Tim/Julie Airey  Gerald/Delia Carter  Mike/Lynne Callaghan 
Richard/Helen Blackiston  Mike/Liz Fraser  Peter/Margaret Daughtrey 
John/Kay Harper  Peter/Ann Lomax  Hugh/Lorna Edwards 
Graham/Jackie Hoyle  Derrick/Pat Lynas  Peter/Deborah Godwin 
Chris/Tricia Kean  John/Gilly Morgan  Andrew/Ro Green 
David/Theresa Meany  Derek/Holly Scott  Leslie/Ruth Jones 
Arthur/Glynis Robins  Paul Thackray  Robert/Pat Morey 
Ian/Jenny Stockdale  Barrie/Christine Vincent  Will/Julie Parke 
Jeff /Lyn Wickens  Maureen Brunt  Steve/Maureen Wyatt 

Caroline Gill  Catriona Johnson  
Chris 
Bright  

Joan Browne  Lynne Salsbury  Pam Caddick 
Fiona Wilcox  Justine Turner  Sally Johnson 
    Susan Lindsey 

    Lesley Sharp 

    Sue Smethers 
      
      
BCP  RINGWOOD/ROMSEY/SO'TON  FERNDOWN 
      
Gordon/Angela Knott *  Bob/Sara Merrett *  David/Jacqueline Darts * 
John/Suzi Adams  Roger/Gill Bettle  Gerald/Lynne Downer 
Keith/Sue Anderson  Richard/Anne Dyson  Bill Field  
Geoff/Denise Bevans  Mike/Monica Edwards  Alastiar/Dot Hardie 
Stephen/Jenny Butterfield  Martin/Sue Hardwick  Brian/Jan Kinch 
Paul/Cathie Chappell  Steve/Lynne Mursell  Derek/Thelma Matthews 
John/Liz Clough  Stephen/Elaine Penny  Tony Scrivener 
David/Jill Curle  Brian/Ann Pierson  Mike/Shirley Thornton 
David/Juliette Okey  Chris/Mary Saltrick  Marion Miller 
David/Jean Phelps  Dick/Maureen Sheerin  Gill Russell  
John/Lindy Quint  Jim/Claire Stride    
Colin/Amanda Read  Chris/Sue Treleaven    
Shirley Baker  Colin/Heather Williams  PERMANENT OVERSEAS 
Pam Dwyer    Norman/Vivienne Anton 
Naomi Heseltine      

Sue Taylor    

CONTACT VIA DAVID 
HIRST 

Anne Walker    James Gordon 

      
 



AUGUST 2020 
 
August events began with the Club Concert on Monday 3rd: 
 

 
 
Council met again on Zoom on August 4th and the latest Cartier Chronicle was 
published the same day: 
 
 

RINGWOOD & DISTRCIT EX-TABLERS CLUB 
 

COUNCIL MEETING  
held at 4.30pm on Tuesday 4 August 2020 

 
Present 
Richard Carter (Chairman), John Adams, Richard Blackiston, Andrew Green, David 
Hirst, Chris Kean, Peter Lomax, Bob Merrett, David Phelps, Ian Stockdale, Jeff 
Wickens. 
In attendance - Richard Dyson. 
 
Apologies 
Steve went to the zoo in preference to the 41 Club bear pit. Bob and Andrew had 
apologised but both turned up anyway, although Bob seemed to be resident in San 
Francisco whilst Andrew was nursing a couple of implants   
 
Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes of the meeting on 30 June 2020 were taken as read. 
Matters arising 
None. 

Tchaikovsky Romeo and Juliette Orchestral Suite  

Tchaikovsky  1st Piano Concerto Anna Fedorova 

ZOOM PRESENTATION  RICHARD CARTER : ADVISORY JOHN KENNEDY 

HOSTED BY KEITH and SUE ANDERSON 

 CONCERT MUSIC NIGHT  Monday  3rd AUGUST 2020 : 

TWO ROMANTIC RUSSIAN  ORCHESTRAL CLASSICS 

Beginning at 7.15pm on ZOOM 

https://youtu.be/hNfpMRSCFPE 

https://youtu.be/ifDIbcLT9_U 

CLICK ON LINK BELOW AFTER WATCHING ROMEO & JULIETTE 

https://youtu.be/ifDIbcLT9_U 

Tchaikovsky Romeo and Juliette  Suite 

Fantasy-Overture After Shakespeare, overture by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky that           
continues to be much loved as a concert piece. Further, its central love theme is          
frequently quoted today in romantic scenes for film and television.  

The Piano Concerto No. 1 in B♭ minor, Op. 23, was composed by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
between November 1874 and  February 1875. It was revised in the summer of 1879 and 
again in December 1888. The first version received heavy criticism from Nikolai Rubin-
stein, Tchaikovsky's desired pianist. Rubinstein later repudiated his previous accusations 
and became a fervent champion of the work. It is one of the most popular of Tchaikov-
sky's compositions and among the best known of all piano concertos. 

https://youtu.be/hNfpMRSCFPE 

Anna Borysivna Fedorova  



Correspondence 
None 
Chairman’s comments 
The RT archives are on their way to be passed over to Round Table. John Kennedy 
has sent photos of the boxes to Phil Hoyle from which it is clear a minivan, at least, 
or maybe a low-loader, will be needed to transport them. David P has the signed 
minute book. 
Richard C has held discussions with the pod leaders; overall the pods are successful 
but now need some reorganising; 
Poole/Bournemouth to combine with X’Church 
Southampton/Romsey will join Ringwood. 
WhatsApp has been very successful in Poulner but has pretty well died in 
Poole/Bournemouth. 
Gordon thought he might try coffee mornings between 10.00 and 11.00 when Pod 
members could pop in for a chat. 
Richard C thought that it has been easy to keep in contact since March but with the 
nights drawing in, Zoom will become even more important.  
Richard C (too many Richards!!) has joined the National President’s 500 + 500 walk 
for Dementia. With a bit of luck, he and Susie should be in Aberdeen by Christmas. 
Donations gratefully received – reference Carterwalk.  
 
Vice Chairman 
Contract for Ladies Night now signed (let’s hope we have a vaccine by then!). 
 
Secretary 
Chris summarised the responses of members to the recent “Return to Normal” 
survey. 30 members replied. 76% of those were keen to return to St Leonards as 
and when it is safe to do so and almost all expected there to be social distancing. 
Meetings elsewhere and self-catering seemed less attractive. Almost all were happy 
to attend outdoor social events but were less keen on those indoors. A large majority 
would accept supplied takeaway food. 
Whilst most would prefer to get back to normal meetings, in their absence Zoom 
meetings should continue. 
All members, bar one, had agreed their responses with their partners; he shall 
remain nameless!  
Some of the comments made in the responses were perhaps more illuminating than 
the straight answers to the questions. 
John A wondered whether we could have 2 smaller get-togethers. 
Jeff related his recent conversation with Greyfriars who can take 30 people; this 
provides opportunities for say Sunday lunchtime (11.30 ish) for a drink and nibbles or 
a Saturday evening; they will set out the hall. Outside meetings at members’ homes 
are more difficult given the restrictions on numbers of households.  
David P suggested the National Trust area at Studland (keeping well away from the 
sand dunes!!). 
Ian S would not be happy to go to Greyfriars or indeed anywhere else inside. 
Gordon mused over a car treasure hunt whilst John A thought we could do 
something at Hengistbury Head. 
Chris K felt that in the circumstances we should continue with Zoom for meetings 
and just concentrate on social gatherings as a means for meeting up. 
 
 
 



Treasurer 
All subs now in. We have about £4k in the bank but still need to spend on capitation 
etc. Andrew left the meeting to nurse his implants and to take more drugs – worrying, 
as he won’t get many fixes for £4k! 
 
Social 
See above. 
 
Welfare 
David H has resurrected the Jimmie Gordon visiting rota which is now a telephone 
rota. 
John Morgan has been in hospital and has just started his chemo. He is very positive 
particularly so now he has trained Gilly to mow the lawns. 
Tony Scrivener has a few issues and John Kennedy is keeping in close touch. 
 
Speakers’ secretaries 
For the Club Zoom meeting on 18 August we again have two speakers, Jeff W and 
Steve M. John Adams has lined up one or two possibilities for September. 
 
Meals secretary 
Whilst it’s not an option at present, the manager at the St Leonards Hotel, to whom 
David P has spoken, is positive about the function room opening in a few weeks. 
 
Editor 
Peter was totally underwhelmed by the volume of letters to the editor – he wrote 
them all himself! 
The Cartier is being sent to both Round Table and to Bournemouth. 
 
Membership and Press 
Tim Airey is still bubbling along but Ian is unsure what is going on with Leslie Jones. 
On the Press front, Ian wondered whether he might get some mileage from the 
Chairman’s mileage. Richard C to draft something for Ian to work with. 
 
Lay member/Health & Safety 
Steve, not being present, has prepared a risk assessment for the forthcoming bike 
ride. 
 
Website 
Nothing to report. 
Immediate Past 
Nothing to report. 
AOB 
Changes in NFDC boundaries are not normally something on which the club would 
comment but Jeff will research and come back to Council. 
Richard D said that National had gone a bit quiet; the talks will resume in September 
and for those who missed them first time round previous talks are recorded on the 
website. 
The regional golf is coming up on 2 September for which we have two teams of 3. 
Next year’s National Conference in Aviemore is likely to be pulled. 
Next Club meeting – Tuesday, 18 August at 4.30 on Zoom. 
Next Council meeting – Tuesday, 8 September (not the 3rd as proposed at the 
meeting) at 4.30 on Zoom. 



 

 

 

      The Cartier Chronicle 
   The One to watch! 

 

Issue 8…...  August 4th 2020 

 
“Walking is man's best medicine.”   Hippocrates 

 
Susie walks every day and I have joined her most days from the start of lockdown. As National 
President Peter’s walking initiative has been extended to a 500 + 500 challenge we decided to 
join it and started logging the miles on 22nd July with the target of 500 miles each. As at 31st 
July Susie had walked 58.8 miles and I had walked 56.3. 
 
The objective is to raise money for President Peter’s National Charity which is Dementia UK. If 
you would like to support us you can contribute to the fundraising as follows: 
 
 

Google “VirginMoneyGiving Peter Good” 
You will see 2 donation sites 

Select the 500 + 500 site 
In the message box when making a donation put “Carterwalk” 

 
If you missed the last Zoom club meeting you won’t be aware that we surprised Arthur 
with a little gift box of goodies as a thank you for keeping us going for 100 days with his 
‘smiles’. Caroline kindly knocked on his door 
right on cue during our meeting! Gordon     
composed a poem too which you can read here 
on page 5. 
 
Life has changed a bit in a month – a haircut; 
shop visits with mask; family and friend visits. 
However, as we have seen, the wretched virus 
hasn’t gone away so we are all being cautious. 
Thank you to all who completed our question-
naire about meetings and social get togethers. 

Your feedback will be considered as we plan future events and after 
Council has considered your responses we will let you know the           
conclusions.  
 
POD leaders have held a review and I will send out an update for you all 

very soon. The overall view was that the PODs have been 
a good way of keeping in touch and we will continue with 
them. 
 
Stay well; stay positive and stay in touch. 
  
(That’s clever ! Very topical. Ed) 
 
Yours in Continued Fellowship,  
Richard  

Please put these dates in your DIARY now  
 
Tuesday 4th August : Club council meeting on Zoom 4.30pm. 
 
Tuesday 11th August : Tangent Zoom Speaker event : 4.30pm. Topic ‘Juicing’. 
 
Tuesday 18th August : Club Meeting : 4.30pm on Zoom. Speakers: Steve Mursell & Jeff Wickens. Humour expected!! 
 
Sunday 23rd August : Frogham BBQ and AGM. All members invited. (Contact F.A.G secretary Ian for details)  
 

Please note that film and concert nights will resume on  7th & 14th September respectively. More details will follow. 



 
 

Recently, many of our ladies joined with 41 Club for a pre and post Rod Stewart concert zoom chat.         
Everyone enjoyed it and I am sure more will be planned. 
 
Our fabulous social committee have a few ideas for later in the summer and I think September will be a good 
time to hold our somewhat belated first committee meeting where we can discuss how things are going and 
what might be possible for the Autumn programme and beyond.  With that in mind, any thoughts and       
comments on what we have done so far, or what you might like to see in the future (Covid guidelines         
permitting) would be welcomed. 
 
Enjoy the summer and stay well everyone 
 
Yours in continued friendship 
 
Caroline 

 Caroline’s Corner 

 Just in case you missed this last month11111 
 
Last year we had a go at playing some favourite music but for one reason or 
another it did not quite work. Not to be   defeated we thought we would have 
another go but this time based on the theme of Desert Island Discs.  
– So we are asking everyone to choose;- 
 - one disc (OK, I know they chose 8 but that would clog up the works)  -         
it could be music or poetry or a speech 
- one book (you already get the works of Shakespeare and the Bible ) 
- a luxury item (it cannot be a lifeboat or a luxury caravan!!) 
 

 Please add a line why you have chosen each one.  
 

We will collate the responses and see if there is anything in common. The aim is to work these up into an Ex Table  
social event – you could arrive suitably dressed for the desert island. We may also send out a resume of the responses 
(we won’t say who they are from).  
 
Please have a think about it and please send your responses to Will Parke         will.rosella@btinternet.com  
 
 
Jeff W                                 
  

So, the children have finished school, not that we noticed much difference, and we are well 
into holiday season now.  We have had a few swims at Bournemouth which has been fairly 
busy but luckily not like the hot weekend end in June when chaos ensued!  I suspect many 
of us are rethinking our holiday plans, we should have been in Colorado and New York but 
instead are heading up to Yorkshire for a week which will be a nice change if not quite the 
destination we originally had in mind.  I hope you all are able to have a break of some sort 
over the summer.  Don’t stray too far from your laptops though as we still have an August 
meeting to look forward to – a talk on ‘juicing’ on Tuesday 11 August at 4.30.  A zoom link 

will be sent out. 
 
For our last social meeting 
we had a real life live 
speaker – our first external 
speaker via zoom!  Emma, 
gave a demonstration on 
arranging artificial flowers 
and did a great job         
especially considering the 
difficulties of speaking to an 
ipad!  (although we are all 
getting used to that aren’t 
we?) The backdrop of her 
shop was impressive as 
you can see here: 



 
 

Life in Round Table – David Hirst 
 
I joined Whitley Bay Round Table, No. 207, in 1968. It had 

a big membership at the time and was a thriving club. It met 
at the Rex Hotel on the seafront, which provided a private 
bar and a three course meal served by an elderly waitress 
(at a cost of twelve and sixpence I recall). Dominoes and 
three-card brag were the main after-meeting interests and 
there was always a Sergeant-at-arms to add amusement 
with fines at the end of each meeting. Business meetings 
were fairly serious but speaker/fellowship ones less so, with 
plenty of jokes and repartee.  
The club did the usual things and was strong on community 
support and fund raising. The highlight of every year was 
the two-evenings ‘Live Show’ in November - a free revue 
show for old-age pensioners staged in the large community 
hall. It consisted of a dozen or so amateur acts performed 
by Tabler’s and  Circler’s (see picture opposite), with the 
addition of a decent songstress from the town. The opening 
was always a chorus line of Tabler’s doing, for example, the 
can-can - as pictured below.  

Needless to say there was an almighty party at someone’s 
house after the final show (and on many other occasions!). 

We also played carols and shook collecting tins in the 
town centre before Christmas, and organised food parcels 
in the run-up to Christmas. 

In a couple of years during Table’s heyday we ran a two-
day ‘Summer Spectacular’ on the local playing fields. Other 
local organisations ran stalls and sideshows for their own 
benefit and Table provided the beer tent and main arena 
attractions. The best of these was a ‘Chariot Racing’ act 
from the Continent, which didn’t go down too well with the 
local cricket Club when they inadvertently ran over the 
‘cricket square’. We had to provide overnight security     
patrols, and frightening the life out of interlopers with a 
large but fairly tame Alsatian was great fun.  
The highlights of the Area year were the Cluster in a big  
local venue, and the Area Weekend – always at Peebles     
Hydro (a 200+ room hotel in the Scottish borders) where we 
took over the whole hotel for a Dinner Dance and final night 
Fancy Dress Ball. Many of us took our children as well and 
who were involved at the start of the fancy dress ball, but 

but otherwise had free roam of the hotel and its indoor 
pool. The only downside was the need to be able to drive 
back to Tyneside on the Sunday afternoon! 

We also always entered the Morpeth Regatta – a race of 
home-made rafts/boats down the River Wansbeck to raise 
money for Morpeth RT. The main object was to flour-
bomb and upend rival rafts and avoid being soaked your-
self. 

We first attended a Round Table National Conference in 
1976 when the main venue was a marquee on the pitch of 
Blackpool Football Club. We were gobsmacked by the 
whole event and attended several more over the following 
years – with a good supply of stickers of course (two     
examples pictured here from other Tables), but which 

were banned after the later Brighton conference. That, if I 
recall correctly, was the year that Circle’s National      
President rode along the promenade on an elephant!   
What memories!   

We held dances at various times, with the best being the 
annual summer ‘Barn Dance’. The farmer member of Table 
had a real barn which was only empty for a couple of 
weeks in the middle of the year. We then took it over and 
dressed it up with decorations, a stage, bar, barbecue and 
outside portable loos. 

It was as well that it was a few miles outside the town 
because of the noise and for avoiding police cars on the 
way home! It was damned hard work running it but we 
made sure there was enough beer left over to reward the 
Sunday morning clearing-up work. Luckily it hardly ever 
rained that weekend! 

(The girls did a better Can-Can than we did.) 
Thank you David for such great memories……..and legs!            

Ed 



 
 

Letters to the Editor 
This is a new feature for the Cartier Chronicle and I am grateful for all the letters that you have 
submitted. Needless to say, when you read some of them I have considered it necessary to omit the 
names of some of the authors. I am sure you understand. Please keep submitting your letters. 
Any claims for defamation should be addressed to my solicitors ‘Snatcher and Grabbitt’. 

I think it is just terrible the 
way they have treated Lance 
Armstrong, especially after 
what he achieved winning 
seven Tour de France races 
while competing on drugs. 
When I was on drugs, I  
couldn’t even find my bike. 

I have never written to an Editor before but I really need 
your advice on what could be a crucial decision. I’ve    
suspected for some time that my wife has been cheating on 
me. The usual signs...phone rings but if I answer, the caller 
hangs up. My wife has been going out with the girls a lot 
recently although when I ask their names she always says. 
“just friends from my Pilates class, you don’t know them”. 
I always stay awake to look out for her taxi coming home 
but she always walks down the drive. Anyway, I have 
never approached the subject with her and I think deep 
down I just didn’t want to know the truth. But last night 
she went out again and I decided to really check on her. I 
decided I was going to park my BMW R1150 GS motor 
cycle next to the garage and then hide behind it so that I 
could get a good view of the whole street when she came 
home. It was at that moment, crouching behind my bike, 
that I noticed that the valve covers on my engine seemed to 
be leaking a little oil. Is this something I can fix myself or 
should I take it back to the dealer? 

Dear Editor 
I was assisting my granddaughter with her homework when she received a text from her Mum, 
which read: ‘What do you want from life?’ 
This was an unexpected and profound question for an exam sitting teenager. We debated various 
answers—wealth, fulfilment, love, all three. 
Five minutes later she received a second text blaming predictive text for correcting the word Lidl. 
 
Lower Hangersley 

 I recently saw a headline, 
“Pupils to be taught about sex 
at seven” .My reaction was 
“What, in the morning?” 
When I was a child, the 
school day began with 
prayer. But you can’t stop 
progress. 
David       Wimborne 

 If I tried balancing my drink 
on the side of the bath, would 
I end up with coq au vin? 
Christopher          Poulner 

I read recently that confectionery manufacturers were discreetly 
shrinking the size of their chocolate bars. Is the same thing           
happening to men’s underwear, or am I just getting older?  
Arthur         Ringwood 

I recently had to call into my local  
Sainsbury supermarket to buy some 
French mustard. I wouldn't        
normally visit Sainsbury's but I was 
in a hurry. When I asked for some 
help finding it I was told         
apologetically that all they had was 
English and Dijon (to rhyme with 
pigeon). You don’t get that sort of 
service in Waitrose. I’ve always 
said that Sainsbury's keeps the riff 
raff out of Waitrose. I was right. 
Ashley Heath (not St Leonard’s) 
resident 



 
 
 

Another smile for another 
month 

I couldn’t resist asking Arthur for a few 
more from his vast archive. 

I was walking past a pet shop. A sign 
on the shop front said: “Pedigree 
Netherlands cats for sale.” I didn’t be-
lieve they were from the Netherlands 
so I went into the shop and asked the 
assistant: “How Dutch is that   moggie 
in the window?” 
 
I used to work in a dentist’s. It wasn’t 
a   permanent job - I was just filling in. 
 
 Accordion to a new survey, random 
musical instruments are being put into 
sentences without people noticing.  
 
To the person who stole my selfie 
stick.      You need to take a long look 
at yourself.  
 

And talking of Arthur, here is Gordon Knott’s perfect offering 

ARTHUR'S  DAILY 
 

Lockdown imposed, 

So Arthur composed. 

From his pen, 

We thought ten. 

But a hundred, 

He numbered. 

It became Arthur's Daily, 

Which we received, so gaily. 

He made us laugh, 

Our golden calf. 

But now at an end, 

No more to send. 

Hit for four, 

Emailing no more. 

The end of Arthur's Daily, 

We had received, so gaily.  

For sure without fail, 

We will miss his email. 

No breakfast read, 

When cereal we feed. 

For helping us through, 

A big thank you. 

To Arthur’s Daily, 

Received, so gaily. 
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On Monday 10th August the Club Golf Society was able to play its first match which 
was at Bramshaw, Chairman Richard’s course. Familiarity didn’t help and David 
Darts ran out the winner. The Society was able to play its remaining matches at 
Moors Valley on September 16th, Ferndown on October 6th with the mixed Texas 
Scramble taking place at Ferndown on September 6th. Society Captain John Quint 
did well to be able to arrange these matches although none of the Trophies was 
played for and the traditional annual dinner in November had to be cancelled.  
 
In addition, the Club entered two teams in the annual Region 23 Golf Competition 
played at Crane Valley on 2nd September. A good time was enjoyed but no prizes 
claimed!  
 
Four members, Chris Kean, John Quint, Peter Lomax and Richard had arranged to 
play the Round Table Children’s Wish Charity Golf Day for the second year. This 
was first postponed and then cancelled so the four made an individual donation to 
the charity. 
 
Tangent met on Zoom for a Juicing demonstration on Tuesday 11th August. 
 
Jeff Wickens organised a Club walk at Hengistbury Head on Thursday 13th August 
which he was not able to attend but a number did and the September Cartier 
recorded the event. 
 
The following Tuesday 18th August Keith arranged the next bike ride, also recorded 
in the September Cartier. 
 
In the evening of the 18th came the next Club meeting: 
 

RINGWOOD & DISTRICT EX-TABLERS’ CLUB 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CLUB 

Tuesday 18 August at 16.30 via Zoom 
 

The Chairman opened the meeting with grace. 
 
Apologies were received from Arthur Robins and Gordon Knott and subsequently 
from Bob Merrett. 
 
The Chairman proposed the loyal toast and then gave permission to himself and 
Richard Blackiston to remove jackets. 
 
Once Richard B had strangled his ringing phone, we were able to continue with the 
meeting. 
 
Speakers 
The Club was entertained royally by two excellent talks from our very own Steve 
Mursell and Jeff Wickens. 
 
Steve kicked off with a blended talk which outlined both his experiences as a 
contestant on BBC’s Bargain Hunt and the fascinating stories behind the East and 
West Cemeteries in Highgate. The main learning point from Bargain Hunt was never 
to listen to the expert as Steve’s purchase of a Chinese ginger jar, which he was 
influenced to buy by the expert, was the only item to lose money at auction. 



 
Whilst Karl Marx is perhaps the best known resident in Highgate Cemetery, Steve 
regaled us with stories of other “inhabitants” including George Wombwell, a 
menagerie exhibitor, who, inter alia, bred the first lion in captivity which he called 
Wallace (after William Wallace); it is speculated that he was the inspiration for the 
lion in Albert and the Lion as Wallace allegedly escaped and ate a small boy! 
Others included Tom Sawyer, a Victorian bare-knuckle boxer, Patrick Wymark and 
Alexander Litvinenko, whose headstone can be seen for miles around as it glows 
green at night! 
 
Jeff then ran us through the numerous homes (and places used by) for Ringwood 
Round Table during its existence and many of the interesting facts about the 
respective buildings, starting with The Harlequin Hotel (now a Chinese take-away!), 
beer having been brought in from the nearby, and now non-existent, Avon Hotel. 
From there the club moved to the Crown (formerly The King’s Head). When 
Hangersley Hut was mentioned various members of the club became extremely 
animated in recollecting various events from the past but it was felt better that stories 
of Hangersley Hut should remain there. He talked about Greyfriars and the history 
behind the naming of the Ebenezer Hall, through to The Avon Country Club and to 
the St Leonard’s Hotel which had been a drinking haunt for airmen. 
 
Mike Callaghan gave the vote of thanks. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were taken as read and there were no matters arising. 
 
Correspondence 
We have received an invitation from Christchurch to their annual boule tournament at 
the Three Tuns on 7 October. Chris said he would circulate members to elicit any 
interest.  
 
Chairman’s remarks 
Round Table have collected the historical documents from John Kennedy. 
 
As he had not received any objections to providing our Ladies’ Night band with 
excerpts from Keith’s video of our dancing at last year’s event, Richard will now have 
discussions with the band, bearing in mind that guests had not been given the 
chance to give their consent.  
 
Thanks to all who replied to the “Back to Normal” questionnaire; we will continue pro 
tem with meetings on Zoom but get on with some social “stuff”. 
 
Richard and Susie are now 160 miles into their 500 + 500 in support of the National 
President’s Dementia Charity. The details of how members can donate were set out 
in the last Cartier. 
 
Vice-Chairman 
Bob was unable to be with us. 
 
Treasurer 
Nothing in and nothing out. 
 
 



Social 
Jeff talked about the select band who went on the Hengistbury Head walk last week 
and about the excellent bike ride earlier today organised by Keith. Pictures to go to 
the Editor. 
Thanks were given for all the hard work that had gone into producing both The Pedal 
and the Dirty Dibber. 
 
Welfare 
David H. talked about the Jimmie Gordon telephone rota and the on-going health 
issues of John Morgan, Hugh Edwards and Tony Scrivener.  
 
Editor 
Copy before 4 September, please. Peter would like, if possible, not to have to write 
all the letters to the editor himself 
 
Speakers’ secretaries 
John Adams – we clearly have our own talent, just volunteers needed for future 
meetings. 
Richard B – nothing to add. 
 
Meals  
St Leonard’s Hotel will be opening its function room in the next 10 days. 
 
Publicity and membership 
Nothing of significance to report. 
 
Lay membership/ health & safety 
Having self-harmed, Steve needed to leave the meeting but before doing so 
confirmed that risk assessments had been done for both walks and bike rides. 
 
Webmaster/immediate past  
Not with us. 
 
Any other business 
The Dirty Dibber thought that Ian had a touch of bottom end rot, or at least his 
tomatoes did. He was going off for a few sessions with Charlotte the “physio” which 
means he will be off golf for a while. 
Ian said that the happy campers would be experiencing 5 days at “Frogham” over 
this coming weekend which is the largest and most exciting club gathering since 
March. 
Graham reminded the club that it will be Annie Walker’s birthday on Friday and, 
given what she has been through, it would be nice to give her some support. 
Area Councillor Richard D confirmed the plan to hold the area quiz in October; Gerry 
Gallop is in the process of working out the logistics. 
Richard D will also find out about Dorset Knobs which is to be organised by 
Dorchester. 
We have a team for RT Children’s Wish golf competition in October. 
 
Dates of Next Meetings 
Council – 8 September 2020 on Zoom 
Club – 15 September 2020 on Zoom 
Final Toast 



Jim Stride had joined the Club at the end of Chairman Gordon’s year and now 
regrettably had to resign as he had moved away from Ringwood. Richard sent out 
this note to all members : 
 
Jim made contact with Arthur earlier today with the following message: 
 
'I have had a massive change in personal circumstances and now find myself living 
up in Warwickshire so with this in mind I think I will need to bite the bullet and resign 
from Ringwood 41 Club.'  
 
This is very disappointing news especially as Jim had so recently joined us and of 
course his major contribution to the Ringwood community and to the re-
establishment of a Round Table and Ladies’ Circle in Ringwood. 
 
Arthur expressed our disappointment in acknowledging Jim’s note and I have sent 
him the following email: 
 
'Dear Jim, 
 
I am very sorry to have this news and hope that everything is OK with you despite 
the sudden change. We were all very pleased to welcome both you and the jacket 
into Ringwood & District Ex-Tablers Club and looked forward to you continuing to 
help develop the new Round Table and Ladies’ Circle and of course to seeing more 
of you at our meetings and events. 
 
As Arthur says, your contribution in Ringwood has been huge and you will be greatly 
and sadly missed. Needless to say, whenever you find yourself back in these parts 
we would be delighted to see you so keep in touch if you can. 
 
 
The days around the last weekend of August saw the ‘Frogham Adventure Group’ 
(Froghammers) overcome all the social distancing requirements and enjoy their 
annual caravan away time at Lower Liston farm near Shaftesbury. Richard and Susie 
were invited to go along as is tradition on the Sunday. Mike and Liz Fraser were also 
guests. The September Cartier recorded the event but this picture was excluded.  
 

 


