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“I wish it need not have happened in my time,” said Frodo. “So do I,” said Gandalf, 
“and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we 
have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.”      
  Tolkien, ‘The Lord of the Rings’ 
 
We had a ‘Behind the Hedge’ competition in our two    
villages of Hale and Woodgreen and the above quote 
was attached to one of the ‘scarecrow’ entries. It didn’t 
win because the entry was made by one of the judges! 
My entry on a golfing theme came nowhere either,       
understandably! The caption reads ‘Putt off Covid’. 

 
Spring is still the time of birth and renewal 
and not far from the house I came across a 
first day foal with cord still attached.  
 
Thanks to all of you who attended our AGM. 
We were delighted to welcome National 
President Peter, and also Phil and James, 
Chairman and Vice Chairman of the new 
Round Table.  
(A report appears elsewhere in this newsletter of our AGM….Ed) 
 
My thanks also to all of you who are coming up with fresh ideas to keep us 
all together. We have a Club concert on Monday 8th June, Club meeting 
on Tuesday 16th June and Club Film Night on Monday 22nd June. More on 
these items is elsewhere in the Newsletter. No doubt we will have more 
from the Dirty Dibber when he’s washed his hands and from the Pedal 
when he’s slowed down. 

 
Friday June 12th is our Honorary Life Member Jimmy Gordon’s 100th birthday 
and plans are in hand to congratulate him and help him to celebrate as best we 
can in the circumstances. See the next Newsletter for how we did this in      
conjunction with his Care Home. Jimmy received the Life Membership from the 
Club in November 2009 when Graham Hoyle was Chairman. 
 
As lockdown begins to ease, Council will think about, at its next Zoom meeting 
at the end of June, opportunities for us to consider some face to face contacts 
and to determine how best to consult you all about this. In the meantime our 
June and July meetings will be on Zoom with two Club speakers in June and a 
very interesting guest speaker in July. Please join us. 
 
Yours in Continued Friendship, 
 
Richard  

“May the hinges of friendship never rust” 



Well, its been a bit like Groundhog Day since the last         
instalment of Caroline’s Corner; get up, work, go for a 
walk, bed, but the weather has been lovely and now we 
can venture further afield, I am sure many of us have enjoyed some walks 
in the forest or by the sea.  I have just heard that 6 people can meet 

outside now which is good news. 
 
Our Pods have been working well.  The Poulner Pod meets on Friday and is an amusing way 
to start the weekend! 
The social committee is doing a great job.  Sue entertained us with a video tour of her 
garden and we have just had a wonderful cookery demonstration by our very own celebrity 
chefs!  
Pru Salsbury went old school and revived a lovely summery starter from her ‘Safeway    
Collection’ , Delia Johnson followed with a delicious main course of Malay fish and Barbara 
Berry finished the meal off with her date delight – one of the three desserts in her     
repertoire apparently! 
It was a super afternoon and just goes to show that whatever Jamie Oliver can do in his 
kitchen over lockdown, our ladies can do better! Perhaps a cookery blog will beckon for our 
brave chefs! 
A quick bit of business.  Subs are due for this year £20.  We can only take payment via 
BACS at this time, so if those who can pay in this way are able to do so, it would be     
helpful.  Please let Pam and Juliette know when you’ve paid. 
Speakers (via Zoom) have been lined up for our July and August meetings, more details to 
follow. 
Until next time, stay well everyone 
Yours in continued friendship 
 
Caroline 

Caroline’s Corner 

Overheard at the Cookery Demonstration 
I doubt that I wasn’t the only other half who helped to set up the Zoom meeting on the PC/laptop/Ipad for 
their partner. And as I walked away I couldn’t stop laughing at the various comments flying around from    
numerous sources and Ann wrote down many others!! (Ed) 
David…...where’s the microphone? 
       ‘You need to unmute yourself’ 
           ‘Go to Gallery’…...where’s the gallery? 
                 ‘How do I get off?’ 
                       ‘We’ve got Mandy now but she’s got her mic off’ 
                           ‘My name is Jean at the moment……..with the powers of social media, you can be who you want to be’ 
                                ‘We can see a wall and a window’ 
                                      ‘Did you drop yourself?’ 
                                          ‘You are big to us’ 
                                               ‘Have we lost Delia Johnson? She’s probably eating her main course’ 
                                                     ‘As I am drinking wine I will call myself Floyd Kennedy!’ 
 

But hey…………………...it was a very successful social event enjoyed by all who took part. 



Speakers Corner 
 
Richard Blackiston and I are given the responsibility of 
providing the club with interesting, informative,            
entertaining speakers for this coming year for our club. 
You might have noticed that club meetings are, at      
present, due to a little monster called Coronavirus, 
changing. 
Zoom, fortunately there to assist, and armed with food 
and refreshments of your choice you can, in the comfort 
of your own home, partake of the next club meeting with 
two speakers. 
 
The first speaker is there to assist your BBQ skills and 
presentation of cooking birds , like you’ve never had 
them before: presenting Chef ( who’s bringing the wine?) 
Stockdale (as long as he manages to get into the deep 
freeze). 
The second speaker is going to recall his knowledge of 
the psychology of the Chinese, and his knowledge of 
Wuhan, as he has visited it and stayed there on at least 
30 occasions over many years. He will recount one time 
when he was there while SARS was very active, and his job was to get groups of English out of China 
ASAP. 
A topical talk by Have Suitcase Will Travel…... John Adams ( as long as the buses are still running). 
The talks are short, and the speakers are tall. 
Can’t wait!                                                                                                             John Adams 

Subscriptions Due - Last Chance Saloon for discounted Rate! 
 

Pay just £35 before the end of June after which the full amount of £42 becomes due. 
Preferably pay by Bank Transfer to the Club's NatWest account  

Sort Code 54-30-45 Account No 14033003 
Alternatively please send a cheque to Andrew Green - payable to "Ringwood Ex Tablers Club”  

Do it now whilst you remember 
Many thanks to the majority who have already paid. 

 
Your Treasure - Andrew  

 
(please note that this is what Andrew sent me. He is not my Treasure, just the Treasurer.  

Any rumours about our relationship are purely fictional.     Ed) 

Hello Sailors 
 
We muse over our past sailing voyages. We anticipate foreshortened sailing in the coming 
months. We are not down hearted. 
The cherished RECC flag is flying high ( below the Union) in a slightly damp Poulner on the 
Lin. 
When the time is right we can add the ensign and once again raise the courtesy flags for 
France and the Channel Islands (or maybe IOW) 
In the meantime think of clean bottoms, derusting cradles and rebuilding your dinghy          
(especially for Roget). 
Your lapsed adventurer 
  
Ian of Solway nee Mistweave 
 
PS: How do the oceans say hello to each other?  They wave 
PPS For those who don't remember RECC……... Ringwood ExTablers Cruising Club 
 



COMING SOON TO A TELEVISION NEAR YOU!! 

Rain Man is on Freeview Channel ‘5STAR’ which is on Freeview is Channel 30. It may be elsewhere if you have Sky for 
example. 
To join on 22nd June and watch the film then, please set your record button for this Sunday 7th June. The film is in 2 parts 
as the Channel has a short break of 5 minutes after an hour so please make sure you record both parts from 23.50pm and 
also from 00.55am on Monday morning 8th June. 

All the Zoom joining details will be sent nearer to the 22nd. 

Zoom joining instructions will be sent nearer the time. 
Check out the YouTube link now. 

 

Time to reinstate the DIARY section. Wow….we must be getting busier!! 
 

Sunday 7th June         11.50pm    Record Rain Man if you intend to join go to the Film Night (see above) 
 
Monday 8th June       7.15pm       Concert Night (see above) 
 
Friday 12th June                              Jimmy Gordon’s 100th Birthday  
 
Friday 12th June          7.00pm    National 41 Club host a Zoom meeting.   
41 Club have partnered with the makers of the 41 Club Gin and with Fever Tree for a Live Stream event.  Two of the top 
experts in the UK will lead us in an evening of creative drink mixing. You can find details on the first page of the 41 Club 
National website. 
 
Tuesday 16th June     4.30pm     Zoom 41 Club meeting with speakers (see page 3 for details) 
 
Monday 22nd June     7.15pm     Film Night (see above) 
 



Another contribution from a Ringwood 41 ’er whose Tabling was spent elsewhere. Thank you Andrew. Ed. 
 

Andrew Green Round Tabler from1979 - 1987 
 

We moved to Liskeard in 78 joining Liskeard & Looe RT in 1979. My induction was conducted in a    
Lostwithiel Pub where we had all stopped for a drink on the way home - NO, I can’t remember the Pub, 
but Ro had to scoop me off our front door step much, much later!!  
It was a small, friendly but active Table of 17 Members and we all had to be on a committee - always 
great fun.  
Liskeard was an agricultural area with Farmers and related businesses plus the usual Professional and 
Business Men making up Club Members.  

We met twice monthly in the Stag Hotel but got thrown out 
after one riotous evening. We had forgotten to remove all the 
condoms with which we had decorated the room’s Stags 
Antlers - only discovered the following day when a local    
Ladies group used the same room!! We then moved to the 
Lord Elliott Hotel which was great for me, as it was within 
crawling distance of home. 
 
 We always entered a float in Liskeard Carnival, ran the local 
Bonfire & Fireworks Event and had the usual noisy      
Christmas Float. One wet night, the generator ran out of  
petrol and a very soggy Father Christmas was seen leaping 
out of the trailer screaming F…..G HELL after starting it up in 
the wet and receiving a 240volt shock! Money raised funded 

a Christmas Lunch for some 80 elderly pensioners - always a great day and one of the year’s highlights.  
The Club caravan was manned in summer in a lay by on the A38 from 6.00am Saturdays and Sundays 
selling Bacon Butties to holidaymakers. We often wondered how many people we’d killed, but they never 
returned to complain!  
We helped Ladies Circle push a Loo to Looe with 
Chairman Ro sitting on it some of the time - what a 
Queen! 
With one of our Members, a local Baker, we produced 
a world record with the longest Cornish pasty ever. It 
tasted disgusting! 
Socials included BBQ’s at homes and beaches, Ladies 
Nights plus many other events including riotous New 
Years Eve parties in our own homes. 
Memorable meetings included one with the SBS in  
Plymouth. After talking about their role in the Falklands 
War, they took us out in their Rigid inflatables which 
they’d used in the war and even let each of us drive - 
flat out at 45knots - Wow!    
 
In Jan 1984 I moved with my job to Downton, moving house to Verwood and I transferred to Ringwood 
RT. What a shock, coming from a Table with only 17 Members to Ringwood which had 40+ Members 
and yes, in those days there were elections for Chairman and other Officers of the Club. I soon got           

involved in Table (Ro in Circle) enjoying many of the activities at Ringwood with 
Carnivals, Jail Breaks, the Cinderella Panto not to mention many enjoyable nights at 
homes and the WI owned Hangersley Hut - the WI thought we having a Harvest 
Supper!!     
Unfortunately the age rule caught up with me and I never had the opportunity to   
become Table Chairman leaving in March 87 (along with 8 others) going out with a 
party which we called the Permissive Society - and, I still have the Tee shirt. 
(and has Ann got hers too!! Ed) 
 
Very worried about the running theme of dressing up in women’s clothing. Can anyone suggest a 
good counsellor for Andrew? Surely Colin Read can help!! Ed 



An alternative version of the Zoom AGM 
 
Was the evening just a formality? Certainly different. 
I had to wait to get in, but great not to be doing the pick up or 
driving home in the dark, and maybe the social distancing 
queue inside the door to pay for the meal was the reason. Or 
was our Treasurer being a little tardy?  Hurry up Andrew! 
  
Chairman Richard started by saying he would not be using the 
mute facility. This made no difference to Will Parke, who was 
seen constantly searching for the volume button. 
In view of the warm early evening, Richard of course allowed 
jackets to be removed and in standing to do so, Wickens      
revealed his Union Jack swimming shorts. Handy later for the 
loyal toast! 
The meeting did in fact go swimmingly although ‘Brian’ failed to 
join. Was it Brian Kinch and did he actually hear the meeting? 
Or was it a Huawei hacker?  Meal fine applicable anyway! 
Talking of meals, the service was slow, the usual members complained yet for once no one mentioned the price.     
Stockdale’s meal arrived by special delivery, ready blended thanks to Phil Hoyle. The bar service throughout was        
excellent yet unobtrusive, with many wine glasses magically refilled. 
Arthur seemed to have trouble getting to the meeting as he appeared to be on some Caribbean Island, and John        
Kennedy appeared with mummified heads behind him. Surely not his relations? We were joined by Peter Good, our    
National President who made such an impact on the meeting. Is impact the word I am looking for? 
 
A number of names were mentioned for last year’s Chairman’s Choice Award, but hard luck chaps, Gordon’s real choice 
went to Angela! 
 
The Comfort break was interesting, instead of the usual mad rush to the door, there was a steady trickle. 
 
There were not one, but two interruptions. Firstly, Curle’s answer machine or was it their Waitrose delivery? Timed to  
perfection. The Curles are also thinking of trading their dial up connection for Wifi and upgrading the Amstrad.             
Secondly, a Tangent interruption might have been expected but Delia’s interruption was quite special. It went on a bit and 
seemed to be a solo performance. Maybe someone else was on the other end of the phone call that we were party to - or 
possibly it was something else altogether?   
  
Passing of the jewels was done with great ceremony and panache and a lot of forethought. So Richard is officially in the 
Chair.   
  
The very suitable Final toast was “May the virus called Covid 19 never return”. 
 
What happened to the raffle? I‘ve still got my ticket, did I win? 
 

An unknown source. 

This is the Statue of the Risen Christ on the island of Gozo recently 
‘adapted’ by John Morgan’s son David. It is 320 feet above sea level and 
stands 6 metres tall. Quite a climb for David!! 

I have just had Dave Marden 
round from Scuffed It (mobile 
07590 213936) to remove a 
scratch from our car and he 
made a very good job of it. As 
a few members may have the 
odd scratch (!!) I thought it is 
something that could go into 
the magazine? 
 
Graham Hoyle 



Look what Gerald Carter has been doing during ‘Lockdown’. 
Having completed my first project of creating the Club Directory, Easter 
saw me unscrewing all of the garden seat called ‘Quinivere’ which we 
bought on a Tangent visit to the Hampton Court Garden Show at least 
20 years ago. Over the years it had succumbed to the ravishes of 
weather (and other neglect). The matching footstool shows the extent 
of the restoration needed. Delia tells me it is my next project! I          
reassembled the seat on the decking to make sure it was in the right 
place to use it and stay in self isolation. Gerald C 
 
Top right during the start of renovation and below, the finished job! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Carter Collectables and Renewables for all your furniture needs. 
www.checkoutmystools.co.uk 

Julie & I paid tribute to VE Day 75th last Friday, by 
erecting bunting and flags. 
In addition, we had a cream tea at 16:00 on the drive 
facing the road. This caused some pleasurable  
comments from passers-by. 
Unfortunately, we forgot to photograph the picnic 
table loaded with Julie’s delicious scones with home-
made jam & whipped cream, all finished off with a 
lemon sponge cake. 
I can’t wait for the 100th Anniversary.        Will P. 

Lockdown lingo - are you fully conversant with the new terminology?  
 
*The elephant in the Zoom* 
The glaring issue during a videoconferencing call that nobody feels able to 
mention. E.g. one participant has dramatically put on weight, suddenly 
sprouted terrible facial hair or has a worryingly messy house visible in the 
background. 
 *Coronacoaster* 
The ups and downs of your mood during the pandemic. You’re loving lock-
down one minute but suddenly weepy with anxiety the next. It truly is “an 
emotional coronacoaster”.  
*Le Creuset wrist* 
It’s the new “avocado hand” - an aching arm after taking one’s best  saucepan 
outside to bang during the weekly ‘Clap For Carers.’ It might be heavy but 
you’re keen to impress the neighbours with your high-quality kitchenware. 
*Covidiot* or *Wuhan-ker* 
One who ignores public health advice or behaves with reckless disregard for 
the safety of others can be said to display “covidiocy” or be covidiotic”. Also 
called a “lockclown” or even a “Wuhan-ker”. 
*Antisocial distancing* 
Using health precautions as an excuse for snubbing neighbours and generally 
ignoring people you find irritating.  
*Covid-10* 
The 10lbs in weight that we’re all gaining from comfort-eating and comfort-
drinking. Also known as “fattening the curve.  

Well, I think that’s more than enough to be getting on with right now but please continue to submit suitable copy for 
the Cartier Chronicle before the 4th of each month. That’s all Folks!  Ed 


