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Knott’s Ramblings - December 2019 

Read all about it. Ringwood & District Ex-Tablers 
Club on the front page of The Magazine. Yes, front 
page of the 41-Club’s National Mag. We were the 
front cover with a full page photo of our very own 
Vice Chairman, Richard Carter shaking hands 
with Phil Hoyle, the newly elected Round Table 
Chairman. And there is more, Chairman of our 
Round Table Steering Committee, David Phelps is 
now a published journalist. Yes, I know wonderful 
and what poetic licence mentioning he is a 
member of Round Table.
 
At the beginning of the month we were at Will and 
Julie’s house for an outdoor party, in November! 
Well, it was their annual fireworks party with a 
huge bonfire. Where there is fire, Ex-Tablers can be 
found. This was true at Will’s and where I found 

Richard Carter on my arrival. Will had thoughtfully placed a large handwritten sign 
outside his house saying “41”. Naturally, I thought this was a house number not a club 
number, an easy mistake to make. (REALLY!!!) I was looking for house 58 so drove on 
past now looking for Will’s house on the wrong side of the road. It was a wonderful 
party, I was well fed thanks to Tangent while enjoying good company and Chris Kean’s 
ginger ale, I was driving!. Aren’t our two Clubs great.
 
If Keith is not organising a film night, a cruise, a train ride it will 
be a cycle ride. This time it was a cycle ride in the New Forest 
around Lymington. What a lovely area to be out on a mini fold-
up bike, kindly lent to me by Geoff. It was easier to ride than 
expected but, little wheels, many bumps and sharp saddle don’t 
go well. Stopping off for coffee at a boat yard, sitting outside, in 
November!, looking out over the boats enjoying fellowship and 
pastries was better than great. Then back to the pub for lunch 
and a well earned pint. We have lovely countryside around us, 
there is no better way to enjoy it than on one of Keith’s cycle 
jolly’s’. Richard was not on the cycle ride.
 
Angela and I had a lovely invite to the Golf Society’s Presentation Dinner from Club 
Captain Peter Lomax. It’s not true what they say about the Golfers, they are a good 
crowd and we had a lovely evening. I look forward to seeing them again, maybe at 
Ladies Night. During the evening John Quint took over as Club Captain. We wish him 
and the Society well. How many trophies did Vice Chairman Richard collect? If you’re 
counting, Richard has been mentioned four times.

 



 
Several of us, Ex-Tablers and Tangent, attended The Ringwood Remembrance Service to 
remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice for King/Queen and Country. In 
particular, local men and women of Ringwood & District. For many years I have been 
travelling to battlefields, hearing tales of those who never returned home. To see the war 
cemeteries, to see the vast number of gravestones neatly laid out row upon row, upon 
row. At these quiet beautiful manicured places I would give my private thanks, pay 
private respect. Laying the wreath at the Ringwood Memorial Cross was the moment I 
was able to publicly pay my respect, a special moment.
“When you go home, tell them of us and say, For your Tomorrow, we gave our Today”.
 
I attended Wareham 41 Club and took a friend, not Richard, who did his Tabling in 
Wareham. As would be expected, we were made extremely welcome and had a 
wonderful evening of fellowship. During the evening they inducted a new member and 
with luck they just might have another member to induct soon. My thanks to Chairman 
Ian and the members of Wareham for making us so welcome.
 
Was it late or just a change of date. Whichever, sixteen of us, including Richard, attended 
Dorset Knobs in Christchurch along with Immediate Past National President Phil Ellis. 
This Area black-tie event was a sell-out. It was great to see so many other clubs and 
Wareham, twice in one month. It was a good night. I mentioned Phil as the last time he 
was in the area he had attended one of our Club nights. After, we went for a drink at 
Richard Dyson’s. Interesting Richard is now Regional Councillor but I digress, it was this 
evening that David Phelps and Phil chattered about a 
dream of reforming Ringwood Round Table.
 
Unprecedented, well it is since I’ve been a member of 
Ringwood, but Club night was moved for our speaker 
Tim Prince OBE. I would like to squash or poor cordial 
water over the rumour that the change was to allow our 
Speaker Secretary to have an early night on Tuesday as 
he was only just back from partying non stop in 
Marbella. For a Wednesday, we had a great evening, no port but pictures of airfields, and 
enjoyed hearing how the Royal International Air Tattoo got off the ground. Most of it 
seemed to happen on a handshake and a prayer but no paperwork. Paul Thackray could 
not believe there was no mention of health and safety. But there again, Paul is running a 
tight ship while Tim was flying by the seat of his pants. A good Club night, thank you 
Ian.
 
Finally, The Book And Pen is well and cooking. Richard and Susie hosted the latest 
successful Book and Pen Dinner Party attended by Bob, Sara, Angela and I. Arriving 
second, I soon noticed I had been manoeuvred into first position and nosediving to a 
win. Before I could say “setup” I was announced the winner of the Book and Pen. It was 
a lovely evening with great company. A special thank you to our hosts.
 
So how many times was Richard mentioned, six and despite being stitched-up by my 
Vice Chairmen, not a derogatory word.
 



Gentlemen, be on your guard, the Book and Pen Dinner Invite might be coming your 
way

Anne Dyson Chair 2019/2020  

What a month this has been for both Tangent and the Dyson family, one I will remember 
for many a year.
We had an amazing turn-out for our Open Evening when we began the journey to re-
establish Ringwood Ladies Circle - 13 very enthusiastic ladies who have already 
organised their first 2 meetings.  I have great confidence that in the next year we will 
have a strong Ringwood & District Ladies Circle, and I wish them every success.

 

Diary Dates 

9 December  - Boscombe Rotary Carol Concert see details in this edition. 

11 December - Tangent Xmas Meeting & Dinner at the Tyrell’s Ford Hotel. Book-in with 
Caroline. 

17 December  - 41 Club Christmas Meeting  - St Leonard’s Hotel 

31 December - New Year’s Eve Party, Greyfriars - See flier for more details. 

10 January - StarWars: The Rise of Skywalker.  Contact John Kennedy for details.  

14 February 2020 - Ladies Night, Miramar Hotel see the flier for the current position. 

15 February 2020 - Bournemouth No 1 Tangent 70th Birthday Lunch at Dudsbury GC. 
Book-in with Jean. 

28 March 2020 - 7 Day Cunard Cruise to Hamburg, Bruges & Amsterdam. Contact Keith 
Anderson for details. All members of the two clubs are invited. 

TANGENT IN 
PARALLEL 



The Dyson family, well… We have our 5th grandchild Alfie.  His Mum and Dad had bit 
of a shock when, just as they were about to return to UK after a short City Break in USA, 
Alfie decided to arrive early.  He was born 11 weeks premature in Boston weighing just 1 
kilo.  Simon, Kerry and Alfie are still in Boston but the care that they are receiving is 
incredible.  They are unlikely to return home until February, so Richard and I are flying 
out this month to meet our new American citizen.  Alfie is doing well, now weighing 3lb, 
whilst Mum & Dad are becoming used to living the American way of life!!
We enjoyed a lovely impromptu pub lunch with 41 and Tangent friends when Ian’s 
planned RSPB guided walk was postponed due to the poor weather.  A lovely New 
Forest pub with log fire, and delicious, very reasonably priced food was enjoyed instead. 

 We should do this more often – summer for 
impromptu BBQs, Winter - impromptu pub 
lunches!!

I can’t believe that 2019 is almost over and that I 
am 9 months into ‘my year’.  I am having an 
amazing year with so much fun and friendship, 
and new boundaries being broken – thank you 
all.  I hope that you are all looking forward to a 
Christmas period to be enjoyed with family and 
friends. I will hopefully see many of you for 

Christmas Dinner at Tyrell’s Ford, or dressed up 
Panto style for New Year’s Eve. I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy and 
Healthy New Year.

Ringwood & District ROUNDTABLE 

It is really up and running with about 15 members.  They have Phil 
Hoyle as Chairman, Ben Salsbury as Vice Chairman, Martyn 
Houldsworth Secretary, James Marley Treasurer, Chris Squire in charge of Events 
& Socialising.

Their next event is Slot Car Racing in January and there are helping with the 
marshalling at the Christmas Eve Carol Event in Ringwood.

They are already planning their Re Chartering to be held in Spring 2020.

We have invited them to our Christmas Meeting on Dec 17th.

All this is great news to follow on from our own publicity in the National Magazine

David Phelps
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Speaker’s Corner  

 December 17th Christmas Dinner & Show 

  

 
You will not want to miss our Christmas entertainer: Wayne the Weird. At this time, 
we are unable to disclose more. 
The evening at St Leonards will cost you a little more than usual to accommodate 
this year’s Christmas extras but still under £20.00 per head. 
        *****Book in now with John Quint to avoid disappointment. 

January 21st Joint Meeting with Tangent 

 
We have organised something unusual for our Joint Meeting in January : 

Antiques Road Show and Sale 
Our professional antique evaluators are experts in small furniture, ceramics, 
Chinese objet d’art, European figures of all eras, silver and jewellery. 
You might have old dusty items but never had them 
checked by an expert??? If you have items of interest, 
we would like you to bring it (or them) along on the 
night. You can learn more and obtain a valuation. To 
be included in the night please send an email photo 
and a little provenance to Ian (ian@isosco.com) 
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before Christmas.  We will also auction one or two donated items to contribute to our 
Ringwood and National Chairmen’s/President’s Charity for 2019/20: the RNLI. 

Parish News 

Round Table President’s Jewel: David Phelps wonders if  anyone in 
the Club is in possession of this Jewel. The name bars of all Past Chairmen of 
Ringwood RT are on the yellow ribbon.  It was always kept in a yellow pouch.  
Any information to David, thanks. 

Wimborne Son et Lumiere: David is aware that some Club members 
have attended the event on the Minster Green on a Saturday before 
Christmas.  Unfortunately, this year it has been cancelled due to an Ice Rink 
being built in the Green prior to Christmas. It seems neither party had told 
the other what was  planned and the Ice Rink got there first.  However, if you 
want to break your limbs or probably better, take your grandchildren, please 
let David know and he can let you have Booking details for the rink which 
opens on the 7th. 

D P our Wimborne correspondent. 

Christmas Card Payment Reminder 

Several people have not yet paid their Christmas Card money. 
If you are one of these, I’d be grateful if you would send me you Donation (suggested £15.00 per 
couple or £7.50 per single) ASAP. Preferably send by Bank Transfer to Ringwood Ex-Tablers 
Club, Sort Code 54-30-45, Account 14033003. Alternatively send a cheque payable to Ringwood 
Ex-Tablers Club to me:- Andrew Green, 3 Holly Grove, Verwood, BH31 6XA 
Thanks for your help 
Andrew 

Very Late Review of Theatre Visit 
Apologies to Arthur for the late insertion, a problem I find increases with old age.
On 26th September 15 of us went to the Salisbury Playhouse theatre to see Alan 
Ayckbourne's play "Relatively Speaking".  The unanimous verdict was that it was a 
fabulous and very funny production.

The only downside on the evening was that the person playing the elder male role was a 
clone of Ian Stockdale - in looks, mannerisms and voice.  This was also a unanimous 
verdict of us all.

However pleased to report that in true 41 Club tradition we did not let this spoil our 
evening

Arthur 

 



NEXT COPY DATE - 6 JANUARY 2020 

 Take Your Cue! 

Whether your colour is Blue, Red, Yellow, Green……or 
another colour, after 12 December this may be decided (or 
maybe not). However, this is a chance to put all that behind 
you; instead play with assorted coloured balls, and enter for 
the Snooker Biazesomes! - similar to golf Greensomes…but 
with a difference. Cues…not clubs being one of them.  

Kennedy and Morgan have joined forces to host a game of 
snooker in two teams of say four each side next March at Hangersley. The evening’s 
format will be evolved and notified later, together with a date. No previous skills are 
necessary; JK is a complete learner having recently been kindly gifted a three quarter’s 
table.

Please email to JK if you would like to be included, dependant, of course, on the date 
chosen. First come….first served. However, if considered to be a success, more dates 
will follow.

Ringwood Ex Tablers Golf Society 

The golf society annual presentation and dinner was 
held at Ferndown GC on Friday 8th November when 22 
members, partners and guests enjoyed a fabulous meal 
before the trophies were awarded. We were delighted to 
welcome 41 Club Chairman Gordon and Angela and I 
discovered that both of them have in the past played the 
game, so who knows, new members to the society and 
Tangles (the Ladies golf section)? 
  
Just as this year was the 47th Anniversary of Dorset 
Knobs so too for Ringwood Round Table Golf Society. It is great that three 
founder members Gerald Downer, Bill Field and our President David Darts 
are still actively playing and form the core of this group of golfers who enjoy 
the company, perhaps more than the golf these days! 
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I have had the pleasure to be part of it for just 13 years and was captain ten 
years ago when I took over from the late Andrew Johnson. It was good to 
see Sally who joined us to reminisce about Andrew’s playing days. 
  
A log of every golf outing has been recorded in what now amounts to four 
large books and these are a joy to read and demonstrate the fun and 
fellowship that we have had over the years. The 50th year looms in 2022 so 
we must ensure we get there, even if we all have to use buggies and 
Zimmer frames! 
  
This year we had seven fixtures on courses we’ve played before with the 
exception of Wellow GC which proved to be a winner for the course 
condition, the meal afterwards (very important!) and the friendly staff. 
  
The average turnout was 12 (same as last year) and we invited guests to 
make up the numbers one of whom was our very own Bob Merrett. He has 
already told us that he wants to become a member next year. 
  
I was very pleased that we managed to revive the Mixed Texas Scramble 
Competition thanks to Chris Kean’s organisational skills. Fourteen of us 
enjoyed a warm summer afternoon on the President’s Course at Ferndown 
and a huge meal afterwards. 
  
Hugh Edwards sadly failed to turn up that day and Gerald had tried phoning 
him the night before. Little did we know that Hugh had suffered a stroke 
whilst visiting his brother in Brighton. Hugh’s recovery has started well but 
we know that it will be a long hard road ahead. Our thoughts are with him 
and Lorna.   
  
The trophies were awarded by our 
President David Darts.   

Morgan Tankard  Ashley Wood GC 
Dick Sheerin (38points) 
Ruby Cup  Wellow GC             
Richard Carter (33 points) 
Spam Trophy  Hamptworth GC     
Peter Lomax (38 points) 
Captain’s Putter  Rushmore GC     
Richard Carter (38 points) 
  
Silver Jubilee Trophy      Moors Valley GC     Peter Lomax (40 points)  
Saltmarsh Cup                 Bramshaw GC        Richard Carter (38 points) 
 



Devon Memorial Cup      Ferndown GC         Gerald Downer (30 points)       
Vincent Cup                            ditto                  John Quint (28 points) 
Devon Disaster Trophy 
………………..for causing us so much worry and concern when he failed to 
turn up on two occasions!!                                           Hugh Edwards 
Rabbit Trophy………the ‘must try harder award’.     
                                                                                     Steve Rippon Swaine 
Brunt Figurine Captain’s award - Loyal guest            George Brassington    
                                        
Eclectic Winner                                                           Peter Lomax  
Match Play Plate                                                         Gerald Downer 
Match Play Winner                                                      Peter Lomax 
President’s Trophy (best 4 cards during the season) 
  
2nd equal (136 points)                                                  David Darts 
  
2nd equal   (136 points)                                                Peter Lomax   
  
1st    (143 points)                                                          Richard Carter 
  
After receiving the President’s Trophy, Richard thanked the Captain for 
another good season and promptly 
walked off with numerous bottles of 
wine! 
  
I have enjoyed my captaincy and I 
am pleased to welcome a new 
captain to the first tee; a golfer who 
has been with us for 10 years, a 
regular player but somehow has 
managed to avoid the honour of 
captaincy. Congratulations to John 
Quint and very best wishes for the 
2020 season. 
  
Peter Lomax 
  

Social Report 
A Walk on the Wild Side???     

Little did the 24 naive ramblers know what lay ahead before their guided ramble on 
November 26th in Franchisers Wood, No Mans Lands. 
Would you believe it, the RSPB cancelled because of potential danger to us of 
falling trees in the forecasted high winds and torrential rain…. hear this Paul 
Thackray your predictions were correct!!! 
 



But Ex Tablers and Tangent members are made of the right stuff. We are not easily 
put off…so we went to the pub for lunch in Redlynch instead.!!! 

We had a wonderful time, great company, lots of noise, excellent high value food at 
the King Head and to top it all a friend of Richard Carter, called Peter Gear ( who 
knows about the woods and is an RSPB member) explained a little of the history, 
ecology and future plans for the woodland. Fascinating…1,000,000 toads in the 
Decoy Pond and loads still to be discovered 
A warm and chummy event for all on a miserable wet and windy day. The walk and 
maybe the pub visit will be reorganised in the spring. 

Ian and Jenny  

 

LADIES NIGHT  2020 
  

THE MIRAMAR HOTEL, EAST OVERCLIFF, 
BOURNEMOUTH 

  
Thanks to everyone who has booked in to be 

there on the 14 February 

If you haven’t already done so this is a 
reminder to send your menu choices to 

Richard Carter and your cheques for £43 per 
head to Andrew Green  

As reported last month, Boscombe Rotary have their Annual 
Carol Concert planned this year on Monday 9th 

December. 
Many Club & Tangent members have supported 
this most generously in the past, same 

arrangements and format as in the past. 
Back to the Reads afterwards to socialise with a glass or two 
in hand with a mince pie. 



  
New Year’s Eve 

Greyfriars Ebenezer Hall 

The Season For Panto 
Arrive at 7.00pm for your welcome drink 

Sit down at 7.45 for your own table’s dinner and 
drinks 

At Midnight toast the in the New Year 2020 

We have currently 45 panto goers on 5 tables 

Colin will contact the revellers on each individual 
table with details of when and what to bring  

The Knott Konundrum  
Bits of fun and frolics 

 Thanks (if that’s the right word) to 
John Harper for this piece of 

Public Health Preventative 
Health advice.... 

 



Caption Competition 
Last month we asked for suitable captions to accompany the photo of 
Chairman Gordon at Carnival.  We’ve had some interesting responses, not 
least from Chairman Gordon himself. 

Gordon seemed alone in thinking:   

“Wonder if anyone can see my six-pack under 
here?  I think the weight training is starting to 
show.” 

Whereas colleagues were a little more 
analytical: 

“Will, Will do I look fat in this tabard. Now 
honestly Will you can tell me??” 

Or still on the tabard theme.... 

 “Oh I wish Angela was here. She could have 
ironed my tabard.” 
  
A more critical comment cruelly suggesting the 

Chairman’s sartorial decision making amongst other things was wanting....... 

“Chairman of Ringwood Ex Tablers........huh.......a chance to shine in the 
community and  dress up in your finery...huh!!!” 

And lastly and guess who submitted the earlier ones...... 
  
“This lager is rubbish.......I bet Ian got it from Lidl!!” 

This Month’s Caption Competition 

Who is saying what 
to whom? 

 



Lastly an anonymous piece that has nothing to do with 
the Editor, honest......... 

Another success for Chairman Gordon 

I am pleased to advise Club members that our Chairman has yet another 
success to add to those already gained this year.

Last week Gordon came second in a Richard Gere look-a-like competition.

He was narrowly beaten into first place by a 75 year old Jamaican bus 
conductor

That’s All Folks so all that 
remains is to wish all the 

readers a Merry 
Christmas and a 

Healthy and Happy 
New Year 
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